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Message from Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been wonderful to see so many new faces joining our Brookland community. Most of 

our new Reception children have begun their journey with us this week, and it has been 

lovely to see how confidently and happily they have settled in. Our new Nursery children 

have also made a fantastic start, and we are very excited to welcome even more little ones 

into Nursery next week. 

A huge thank you to our dedicated staff in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, as well as 

to our supportive parents and carers. Your hard work, encouragement and care have helped 

to make such a positive start possible. 

As I walk around the school, it is wonderful to see the children’s smiles, their enthusiasm for 

learning and the excitement in their classrooms. The atmosphere is already so positive and 

full of energy, and I have no doubt that we have a fantastic year ahead of us all. 

Finally, Shanah Tovah and Happy New Year to all our families celebrating Rosh Hashanah. We 

wish you and your families a happy, peaceful and sweet New Year. 

Brenda McCafferty 

Headteacher 

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 

This Week in Photos 

Please have a look at the week in photos. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Staffing update - Wedding Congratulations! 

You may have noticed that Drew has been absent from the office for part of this week as she 

gets ready for a very special day — she is getting married today! We would like to wish her 

and her partner a wonderful wedding day filled with happiness and lots of special memories. 

When she returns to school, she will be known as Mrs Drew Game. Please join us in sending 

her our very best wishes and congratulations as she begins this exciting new chapter! 

Foodbank Aid 

 

We are very pleased to support the Foodbank Aid. They will deliver your donations to food 

banks across North London. They need our support this year more than ever. Please see the 

poster below which indicates what each class is collecting. Thank you so much for your 

support with this. 

Gold Book 

The children have all worked very hard this week, but the following children's work has been 

celebrated this week in Gold Book Assembly. Well done to all these children. 



 

1. Jude for working hard all week but also for amazing effort in art. Jude created a 

wonderful self portrait. 

2. Evie for super listening and hard work all week. she demonstrated excellent maths 

skills through sorting objects, counting and recognising numbers. 

• Play Expert: Seren for being very helpful with tidying up in the playground an 

following the playground rules.  

 

1. Emily for being helpful during lessons as well as in the playground. She is a sensible 

and kind member of the class.  

2. Hinano for being brave and settling into school and the Bear class with a great 

attitude to learn.  

• Play Expert: Adam for being a tidying champion! he is taking the initiative to clean up 

areas and organise toys beautifully when playtime is over. 



 

1. Liam for settling so well into not only Year 1 but also a new school. He has been 

super helpful and kind.  

2. Ummu for settling really well into her new class, always following the Golden Rules 

and being so helpful. 

• Play Expert: Joseph for being a kind and helpful friend and tidying the equipment.  

 

1. Nurdin for completing all his work and following the Golden Rules so well. 

2. Palwasha for her great work in English. She has been identifying different  nouns and 

putting them into sentences. 

• Play Expert: Paivy for being very helpful, listening to the adults and following the 

playground rules. 



 

1. Alayna for her hard work in English and writing a full page of sentences using nouns.  

2. Nino for his positive approach towards learning and always trying his best and 

showing that Growth Mindset. 

• Play Expert: Ellie for always following the Golden Rules and being a role model for 

others.  

 

1. Kende for working hard on his fine motor skills and handwriting. 

2. Dani for translating for children in her class and showing such empathy and kindness. 

• Play Expert: Romeo for being very kind and helpful and looking after a new child in 

the class.  



Filming promotional video 

Next Thursday, we will be filming a promotional video around school to showcase our 

wonderful children, staff and school community. As part of the filming, there may be some 

shots of whole classes and children working and playing in the background. 

Please ensure that children come to school in full, correct school uniform, including black 

shoes. They should not come to school in full PE kit for this day only as we want everyone in 

school uniform. Please do not wear colourful trainers on this day. 

We will only invite children to take part in any interviews or featured filming where 

parents/carers have given permission through Arbor. If you do not want your child to appear 

in the video at all, including in the background or as part of a whole-class shot, please fill in 

the form below to let us know as soon as possible. We will ensure that children who have 

opted out are not part of any filming. 

https://forms.gle/6zKRF89ucK3iHAhn8 

Religious Holidays 

We know there are some religious holidays coming up. If your child is going to be absent for 

a religious holiday please email schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk so we can 

authorise the absence. If we are not informed about the absence you might receive a phone 

call during the day to check why your child is not in school or it might go down as an 

unauthorised absence as no reason was given for the absence. Thank you. 

Much Loved School Uniform Sale 

The PA will be holding a Much Loved School Uniform Sale on Thursday 24th September from 

3pm in the Lower Playground. 

A great opportunity to pick up good-quality, pre-loved school uniform at bargain prices, 

while helping to raise funds for our school. We hope to see lots of you there! 

Arbor - Emergency Contacts 

Please could we ask all parents and carers to log into Arbor and check their emergency 

contact details. We require at least two additional emergency contacts (other than yourself) 

to be listed, in case we are unable to reach you. We also kindly ask that you ensure all phone 

numbers are up to date and correct. Thank you for your support. Please could we ask all 

parents and carers to log into Arbor and check their emergency contact details. We require 

at least two additional emergency contacts (other than yourself) to be listed, in case we are 

unable to reach you. In line with the updated Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory 

https://forms.gle/6zKRF89ucK3iHAhn8
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk


framework, children in Nursery and Reception must have more than two emergency 

contacts, so we kindly ask parents of these year groups to check carefully that they have 

provided the required number. We also kindly ask that you ensure all phone numbers are up 

to date and correct. Thank you for your support. 

PA Q&A 

 

Dear Parents, 

We’re excited to invite you to our Brookland BISPA Parent Q&A Session!     

It’s a great opportunity to:      Get your questions answered 

     Learn more about our impactful projects 

     Discover how funds are raised and spent 

     Explore exciting volunteer opportunities 

     Find out how you can get involved 

       Monday, October 14th 

        8:30 PM 



     Online  

All parents are warmly welcome!      

We’d love to see you there and look forward to an engaging and informative evening 

together!     

Brookland Infant School PA Q&A Session 

Monday, 14 September · 8:30 pm 

Google Meet joining info 

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/qmv-egha-yti 

Or dial: (GB) +44 20 3956 9227 PIN: 448 971 003# 

More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/qmv-egha-yti?pin=9410447906946 

PA Meeting 

 

 Dear Parents, 

You are warmly invited to the Brookland BISPA PA AGM Meeting.     

https://meet.google.com/qmv-egha-yti
https://tel.meet/qmv-egha-yti?pin=9410447906946


It’s a wonderful opportunity to meet other parents, get involved with the school, and be 

part of our wider community. 

       Thursday, 17th September 

        8:00 PM 

     Online Session 

Your involvement and ideas are greatly valued, and we would love to have you join us. 

All parents are welcome! 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Brookland Infant School PA AGM 2026 

Thursday, 17 September · 8:00pm 

Google Meet joining info 

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/gok-hyxa-ayc 

Or dial: (GB) +44 20 3937 1974 PIN: 510 374 356# 

More phone numbers: https://tel.meet/gok-hyxa-ayc?pin=7578582947307 

Peace Day 

On Friday 18th September, we will be celebrating International Peace Day at Brookland 

Infant and Nursery School. In this day and age, it is especially important for us to take some 

time to think about peace, what it means to us, and how we can help to create a kinder and 

more peaceful world. Throughout the day, the children will have opportunities to talk, 

reflect and learn about peace in age-appropriate ways. 

To mark the occasion, all children in Year 1 and Year 2 are invited to come to school dressed 

in white. We look forward to seeing a sea of white across Brookland as we come together to 

celebrate peace and kindness.  

No Smoking or Vaping 

Please can I remind everyone that smoking or vaping in the playground is not allowed. 

https://meet.google.com/gok-hyxa-ayc
https://tel.meet/gok-hyxa-ayc?pin=7578582947307


Scooters and Bikes on the playground 

We are so pleased to see so many children coming to school on their bikes and scooters. 

However, now that everyone is back at school, the playground can get very busy in the 

mornings. 

Please could we ask that, once children arrive on the playground, they park their bikes and 

scooters straight away in the designated area, rather than riding around on the playground. 

This will help to keep the playground safe and ensure that there is plenty of space for 

everyone to play. 

Thank you for your help and cooperation! 

Contacting the School 

Please can we ask if you contact the school, either by phone and leave a message on the 

answer machine or by email you always include your child's full name and class. We have 

several children with the same first name which makes it very difficult for the office staff to 

ensure messages are passed to the right class or reasons for absence are completed 

correctly on Arbor. Thank you. 

Screentime Policy 

As a school, we are committed to ensuring that children have a healthy balance of screen-

free and screen-based experiences during their time at school. We recognise that children 

are growing up in a digital world, but we also know how important it is for young children to 

have plenty of opportunities for play, conversation, creativity, physical activity and time away 

from screens. 

Last year, we worked together with a group of parents to develop clear school expectations 

around screen time in our Screentime Policy. These set out what you can expect from us as a 

school, as well as helping families to understand our approach to the use of screens for 

learning and other activities. We will continue to review and develop these expectations 

with our school community, so that we can work together to support healthy and balanced 

screen use for our children. 

Playdate Pledge 

Last year, we worked with a group of Brookland parents to create a  playdate pledge. We 

know that young children learn, explore and have fun through simple, real-life play — 

building with blocks or LEGO, making things, playing games, getting creative, exploring and 

discovering how things work. They really don’t need a screen to have a good time! 



This pledge is not about policing what happens in other people’s homes or holding families 

to account. Instead, it is a way of saying that many of us feel the same way about keeping 

childhood and playdates screen-free for as long as possible. Having a shared understanding 

can take some of the pressure off parents and children. It means that families who choose to 

limit screens can feel more comfortable arranging playdates, without the worry of hearing, 

“But my friend is allowed to go on a screen, so I want to play there!” 

We hope the pledge will simply help us support one another in giving our children plenty of 

opportunities to play, imagine, create and enjoy being children — together, and screen-free. 

Brookland Infant and Nursery School 

Playdate Pledge 

We believe that young children learn best through hands-on, social play. 

 By signing this pledge, we agree that during playdates for our children: 

• Playdates will be screen-free, with no TV, tablets, phones, or computers used for 

entertainment. 

• Children will engage in in-person play such as toys, books, music, movement, and 

creative activities. 

• Social media platforms (including TikTok, YouTube, Instagram, or similar apps) will 

not be used around children during playdates. 

• Adults will model healthy technology habits by limiting personal screen use during 

playtime. 

• Our focus will be on safe, joyful, and developmentally appropriate play.We 

understand this pledge supports our children’s social, emotional, and brain 

development. Together, we help build healthy habits from the very beginning. 

Next week will be Dinner Menu 3! 

Arbor - Consent Section 

Please can we ask all parents and carers to log into Arbor and check that all consent sections 

are completed. At the moment, not all consents have been filled in, which means we are 

unsure whether we have permission to include photos of some children in the school 

newsletter amongst other things. 

To avoid any confusion, please ensure that all consents are updated as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



Reception Admissions 2027-2028 

Children born between 1 September 2022 and 31 August 2023 (all current Nursery pupils) 

are due to start Reception in September 2027.  

Parents and carers must submit one online application through their home local authority 

for all state-funded school places (excluding private schools), regardless of whether the 

schools are located within or outside Barnet. Applications should be made at 

www.eadmissions.org.uk   

Before beginning your application, we strongly recommend downloading “A Guide to 

Primary Education in Barnet” from www.barnet.gov.uk/schooladmissions  This guide 

provides essential information about the admissions process, including the admissions 

criteria used to allocate school places. Please also check the relevant local authority website 

if you wish to apply for schools outside Barnet, as admissions criteria may vary.  

• Application deadline: 15 January 2027  

• National Offer Day: 16 April 2027 

Y2 to Y3 transfer process for 2027-2028 

If your child is currently in Year 2 (Hedgehogs, Owls, or Giraffes), it is time to apply for their 

Junior School transfer. 

• Applications must be submitted online via www.eadmissions.org.uk. 

• You may list schools both inside and outside Barnet (excluding private schools). 

• Please check individual schools’ admissions criteria before applying. 

• Application deadline: 15 January 2027 

• Offer day: 16 April 2027 

After School Clubs and Wraparound Care 

At Brookland, we are very fortunate to have a variety of afterschool clubs including a school 

run Breakfast Club (8:00am - 8:40am) to our wonderful after school care provider Jelly Beans 

Kids Club, run by Julia Fritz.  

Please see below the clubs we have on offer. If you wish to see further details, please visit 

our website or contact the club provider directly: AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS AND WRAP 

AROUND CARE 

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/wrap-around-care-breakfast-club-and-after-school-c
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/wrap-around-care-breakfast-club-and-after-school-c


 

 

New Clubs! 

• Maths Club - Fridays  - Sign up via your child's Arbor portal, available to Reception to 

Year 2. LIMITED SPACES! 

• Cheerleading Club (Lunchtimes)  - Tuesdays  - Sign up via your child's Arbor portal, 

available to Reception to Year 2. 

• Bollywood Dance  - Fridays - For Reception to Year 6! Check out the poster via our 

website on how to sign up! 

• Yarn Club  - Wednesdays  - Reception to Year 2 - 16/09/26 - 16/12/26 

• Hebrew School - Mondays and Fridays - Reception to Year 2 and Year 3 to Year 6. 

 

If you have any questions about the Maths Club and Cheerleading Club sign up, please email 

Drew: schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk  

For Bollywood, Yarn and Hebrew Club, please use the contact sheet here to contact the Club 

Leader.  

https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/3/files/B318C43E9561BE75583320D7FEB4792B.pdf
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/3/files/B318C43E9561BE75583320D7FEB4792B.pdf
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=487&type=pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Nut-Free School (this also includes after school clubs) 

 

We would like to remind all parents and carers that our school is strictly nut free in order to 

keep children with severe nut allergies safe. This includes items such as nuts, cashew nuts, 

hazelnuts, pistachios, peanut puffs, hazelnut spread biscuits or dip pots, and other products 

containing nuts, including pesto, Nutella and Bamba snacks. 



While nut allergies are not airborne, there is a significant risk from traces left on hands, play 

equipment, or classroom surfaces, which could cause a serious reaction in children with 

allergies. 

We also kindly ask that no nuts or nut-containing items are brought onto the school site at 

any time, including at pick-up.  

Thank you for your continued support and understanding in helping us keep every child safe. 

Attendance Data 

 

Attendance for week beginning 7th September 2026 

Overall attendance for the school was 95.39% 

Reception Attendance 

Turtle class: 100%          Dolphin class: 100%               Panda class: 100% 

Key Stage 1 Attendance 

Bear class: 93.7%                 Elephant class: 98.4%              Penguin class: 95.35% 

Giraffe class: 98.57%           Hedgehog class: 90.67%           Owl class: 91.43% 

Well done to the GIRAFFE CLASS (in KS1) for the highest attendance this week. 

Attendance - Expectations and Information 

• We expect a child's attendance to be maintained at 96% or above for the school year. 



• We understand that children do often pick up illnesses such as colds, temperatures 

and other childhood illnesses so this may not always be possible. When reporting 

your child's absence, please give us a brief explanation of what your child has so 

we can comply with public health and attendance guidelines. 

• If your child has an appointment (hospital, dental, opticians, visa appointment etc), 

we do ask that these be made during the half terms. We do understand this may not 

always be possible, but in any case, proof of the appointment must be provided (e.g 

screenshot of the reminder text/email, confirmation email/letter etc). If proof is not 

seen or provided, the school cannot authorise the absence. 

We will not be able to authorise any absences or Leave of Absences on the first or last day 

of school terms but will take each case in to consideration. Please still complete a Leave of 

Absence requesting the time as each request will be looked at on their individual merits. 

We appreciate our parents and carers honesty when it comes to attendance and absences 

during the school year. We understand there may be events or cases out of your control, but 

being open and honest with us keeps lines of communication open and enables us to see 

where we can possibly support in attendance matters. 

Voluntary One-Way System 

 

Please can we remind everyone there is a voluntary one-way system in place to help ease 

the congestion at drop off and pick up times. Please see the image below which shows you 

exactly how the voluntary one-way system works. 

Brookland Values 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Gates 

 

A couple of gate and access reminders 

A quick reminder to please help us keep the school site safe and secure by not propping the 

bottom gate open at any time. This is particularly important while children may still be 

outside playing. 

The gate will be opened via the intercom from 2:55pm for Nursery pick-ups, and from 

3:00pm for all other school pick-ups. Please be patient when using the intercom, as staff may 

be supporting children at the end of the school day. 

Please also remember that between 9:00am and 3:00pm, Brookland Infant and Nursery 

parents are unable to walk across the Juniors playground. Thank you for your understanding 

and for helping us to keep the school site safe and secure for everyone. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Dates for Your Diary 

September 

Monday 14th              9.00 a.m.  Coffee morning for Turtle Class parents and carers 

Tuesday 15th              9.00 a.m.  Coffee morning for Panda Class parents and carers 

Wednesday 16th        9.00 a.m. Coffee morning for Dolphin Class parents and carers 

Thursday 17th            6.15 p.m. PA AGM in hall 

Friday 18th                 9.00 a.m. SEND coffee and chat 

Friday 18th                 Peace Day: children in Y1 and Y2 to wear white clothes 

Tuesday 22nd             9.00 a.m. Coffee morning for Nursery Class parents and carers 

Wednesday 23rd       9.00 a.m. English workshop for parents/carers 



Friday 25th                 3.15 p.m. PA Cake Sale 

Monday 28th            Bring in Harvest donations 

Tuesday 29th             8.00 a.m. Sibling photos taken in the hall and Individual photos 

during school time  

Wednesday 30th       9.00 a.m. Maths workshop for parents/carers 

 

October 

Thursday 1st              Black History Month 

Thursday 1st              9.15 a.m.  Hedgehog Class Assembly: Harvest  

Tuesday 6th               Nasal flu vaccinations for Reception, Y1 and Y2 

Friday 9th                  9.15 a.m. Y2 Performance Assembly  

Friday 9th                  2.30 p.m.  SEND coffee and chat 

Monday 12th            Perform in for YR, Y1 and Y2 (information only) 

Tuesday 13th            Perform in for YR, Y1 and Y2 (information only) 

Thursday 15th         11.00 a.m. Reading buddies (information only) 

Monday 19th           9.00 a.m. Y2 Let Your Child Explain (in class) 

Tuesday 20th           9.00 a.m. Y1 Let Your Child Explain (in class) 

Friday 23rd              3.15 p.m. PA Cake Sale 

HALF TERM  Monday 26th – Friday 30th   

Contact Us 

General Office Enquiries: office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net  

Attendance: schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk 

Phone: 020 8346 6824 

Website: www.brooklandinfant.co.uk 

mailto:office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/
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