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Message from Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to a new school year at Brookland Infant and Nursery School. I hope you all 

enjoyed a restful summer and are returning refreshed and ready for the year ahead.  It has 

been lovely seeing our Year 1 and Year 2 children returning to school this week. The children 

have been amazing and arrived at school with big smiles and clearly delighted to see their 

friends and the staff again. I think it has been a good first week back for everyone! 

I wanted to say a special welcome to all the new families who have joined us in Year 1 and 

Year 2. We know you will love being part of the Brookland community. We are now looking 

forward to our Reception and Nursery children starting over the next few weeks. 

Brenda McCafferty 

Headteacher 

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 

This Week in Photos 

The children have only been back 2 days but have already been very busy. Please have a look 

at the week in photos. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Staffing Update 

I would like to formally welcome Clare Stephens, our new Assistant Headteacher with 

responsibility for Inclusion, to Brookland. Clare brings a wealth of experience to the role and 

has been working hard this week to familiarise herself with our systems and procedures, as 

well as getting to know the children and staff. We are delighted to have her as part of our 

team. 



Unfortunately, we are currently experiencing an issue with Clare’s email address, 

senco@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk. If you have tried to contact Clare this week, please could 

you resend your email to the school office. For the time being, if you are emailing Clare 

directly, please also cc the school office so that we can make sure your message reaches her. 

We are working with our IT department to resolve the issue as quickly as possible and 

apologise for any inconvenience. 

We would also like to give a warm welcome back to Mrs Finney, who will be working in 

Turtle Class, and a very warm welcome to Mou Ghosh, who has joined our Nursery team. 

We are delighted to have you all with us! 

Religious Holidays 

We know there are some religious holidays coming up. If your child is going to be absent for 

a religious holiday please email schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk so we can 

authorise the absence. If we are not informed about the absence you might receive a phone 

call during the day to check why your child is not in school or it might go down as an 

unauthorised absence as no reason was given for the absence. Thank you. 

Bookbags 

Bookbags for Year 1 and 2 will need to come back to school next week as bookbags will start 

to go home from week beginning 7th September.  Please ensure your child's bookbag is 

returned on the correct day each week. If returned late we cant guarantee that they will be 

changed on time and you might miss a week as changing 30 bookbags each week takes a 

considerable amount of time for the staff. 

Meet the Teacher 

On Tuesday, 8th September at 6:30pm, we warmly invite Nursery and Reception parents 

and carers to visit their child’s classroom and meet the class teacher(s). During the session, 

teachers will share important information about the curriculum and what to expect over the 

coming year, helping to ensure a positive and successful start for you and your child. 

On Wednesday, 9th September at 6:30pm, Year 1 and Year 2 parents and carers will have 

the same opportunity to meet their child’s teacher(s) in the classroom setting. 

Please note that both evenings are intended for adults only. We look forward to welcoming 

you all and sharing an exciting year ahead. 

mailto:senco@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk


Swimming Year 2 

Swimming for Year 2 children will start again on Tuesday 15th September for the Autumn 

term. 

• Owl class will swim from 9.00-10.00 

• Hedgehog class will swim from 10.00-11.00 

• Giraffe class will swim from 11.00-12.00 

We will need 4 parent volunteers per class for the swimming sessions. If you would like to 

volunteer please speak to your child's class teacher. Please note that all volunteers will need 

to be DBS checked before they can help. If you got a DBS done last year, this will still be valid. 

please speak to the office if you have any questions regarding the DBS. Please see attached 

the swimming guidelines for anyone volunteering. 

You can now also pay your swimming contributions on Arbor. Swimming contributions are 

£60. If your child is eligible for pupil premium than the swimming contributions are £40. 

Safeguarding at Brookland 

 

Keeping our children safe and well is everyone’s responsibility at Brookland. Safeguarding is 

at the heart of everything we do, and all staff are committed to creating a safe, caring and 

supportive environment where every child can thrive. We have a dedicated Designated 

Safeguarding Team who lead on safeguarding across the school and are always available to 

support children, families and staff when needed. The photo shows the members of our 

Designated Safeguarding Team, so that you know who they are and who you can speak to if 

you have a safeguarding concern or need some support. Please remember that you can 

always talk to a member of the team if you are worried about the safety or wellbeing of a 

child. 



Coffee Van 

We are very excited that the coffee van will return next week. 

Paulo will be here every morning, parking in the top car park near the office from 8am 

onwards. Adults will be able to purchase coffee, and a percentage of his takings will be 

donated back to the school. 

Unfortunately, children will not be able to purchase anything, as we can’t have children 

running around with hot drinks or bring hot drinks into school. 

So why not start your day with a lovely coffee whilst simultaneously supporting the school? 

Coffee Mornings for new Reception and new Nursery Parents and 

Carers 

We would like to invite the parents and carers of our new reception and nursery classes to a 

coffee morning. We do this so you have a chance to meet the other parents and carers n 

your class and exchange contact details if you want. It is also useful if you have any questions 

regarding the school. I look forward meeting you there. 

• Turtle class: Monday 14th September at 9am 

• Panda class: Tuesday 15th September at 9am 

• Dolphin class: Wednesday 16th September at 9am 

• Nursery (Cheetahs, Lions and Tigers): Tuesday 22nd September at 9am 

Next week will be Dinner Menu 2! 

Please find attached to the newsletter the Dinner Menu for this term 

Arbor - Consent Section 

Please can we ask all parents and carers to log into Arbor and check that all consent sections 

are completed. At the moment, not all consents have been filled in, which means we are 

unsure whether we have permission to include photos of some children in the school 

newsletter amongst other things. 

To avoid any confusion, please ensure that all consents are updated as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



Young Carers 

At Brookland Infant and School we are committed to ensuring that all children get the 

support they need to have a positive school experience and can achieve their full potential. 

We know that for some children factors outside of school can have a big impact on this 

particularly if they are a young carer. Do you think your child may be considered to be a 

young carer - if so please speak to Miss Stephens Young Carersor Jenny (who is the Young 

Carer's champion) for further information and support. At school we provide a club for 

children who have been identified as carer can choose to go to once a week during school 

time. 

Young carers are children who are under the age of 18 who provide regular care for a family 

member or are affected by the needs of a relative they are living with. These may include: 

•  long term illness or life limiting illness 

• mental health issues 

• substance or alcohol misuse 

• physical disability 

• sudden death of parent or sibling 

• learning disability e.g. autism, ADHD, down syndrome etc 

Young carers may take on practical and/or emotional caring responsibilities that would 

normally be expected of an adult. At times, this may include missing out on social events 

such as play dates, birthday parties or other social activities that are normal for children 

their age. Young carers are a vulnerable group who may experience difficulties in their 

education as a result of their caring role. 

Books for Everyone! 

 



We have an “Outdoor Library” which is placed outside by the Bear class. This is open for 

everyone before and after school to choose books. If you have books at home that have 

been read so many times and you would like some lovely new books please come and help 

yourself. If you feel you don’t have enough books at home and would like some new books 

please come and help yourself. This initiative is because we want everyone to love reading 

as much as much we do! 

Guidelines for Class reps 

Our class rep system has been running very successfully across the school, and we are so 

grateful to the parents and carers who give their time to support this important role. Class 

reps play a vital part in helping to strengthen the sense of community between families and 

the school, and their contribution makes a real difference to the children’s experience. 

Following some requests from parents and carers for more clarity, we have put together a 

set of guidelines that outline what the role involves. These are designed to provide support, 

ensure consistency, and answer any questions you may have. 

We truly appreciate the time and energy our class reps bring, and we hope the attached 

guidelines are helpful to anyone currently in the role or considering volunteering in the 

future.  

Please find the guidelines attached to the newsletter.  

Christ College Access 

Please note that access via the Christ’s College is as follows:  

1. Pass-Controlled Gates (Main Gate & Astro Turf Gate) The Main Gate and the gate to 

Brookland Junior School (by the astro turf) are electronically controlled. Your pass will be 

activated for use during the following times only (Monday to Friday, term time): 

● Morning Access: 8:00 am – 9:15 am 

● Afternoon Access: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

 

2. Timed-Open Gate (Swimming Pool Gate) The gate to Brookland Junior and Infant School 

by the swimming pool is not controlled by swipe cards. Instead, it is manually opened, 

staffed, and closed strictly during these windows (Monday to Friday, term time): 

● Morning Access: 8:00 am – 8:35 am 

● Afternoon Access: 3:00 pm – 3:30 pm 



 

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHMENTS ON HOW TO APPLY FOR AN ACCESS PASS  - if you have any 

issues with the application form, please contact Christ College.  

Y2 to Y3 transfer process for 2027-2028 

If your child is currently in Year 2 (Hedgehogs, Owls, or Giraffes), it is time to apply for their 

Junior School transfer. 

• Applications must be submitted online via www.eadmissions.org.uk. 

• You may list schools both inside and outside Barnet (excluding private schools). 

• Please check individual schools’ admissions criteria before applying. 

• Application deadline: 15 January 2027 

• Offer day: 16 April 2027 

After School Clubs and Wraparound Care 

At Brookland, we are very fortunate to have a variety of afterschool clubs including a school 

run Breakfast Club (8:00am - 8:40am) to our wonderful after school care provider Jelly Beans 

Kids Club, run by Julia Fritz.  

Please see below the clubs we have on offer. If you wish to see further details, please visit 

our website or contact the club provider directly: AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS AND WRAP 

AROUND CARE 

 

http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/wrap-around-care-breakfast-club-and-after-school-c
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/wrap-around-care-breakfast-club-and-after-school-c


 

New Clubs! 

• Maths Club - Fridays  - Sign up via your child's Arbor portal, available to Reception to 

Year 2. LIMITED SPACES! 

• Cheerleading Club (Lunchtimes)  - Tuesdays  - Sign up via your child's Arbor portal, 

available to Reception to Year 2. 

• Bollywood Dance  - Fridays - For Reception to Year 6! Check out the poster via our 

website on how to sign up! 

• Yarn Club  - Wednesdays  - Reception to Year 2 - 16/09/26 - 16/12/26 

• Hebrew School - Mondays and Fridays - Reception to Year 2 and Year 3 to Year 6. 

 

If you have any questions about the Maths Club and Cheerleading Club sign up, please email 

Drew: schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk  

For Bollywood, Yarn and Hebrew Club, please use the contact sheet here to contact the Club 

Leader.  

 

https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/3/files/B318C43E9561BE75583320D7FEB4792B.pdf
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/3/files/B318C43E9561BE75583320D7FEB4792B.pdf
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=487&type=pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Nut-Free School (this also includes after school clubs) 

 

We would like to remind all parents and carers that our school is strictly nut free in order to 

keep children with severe nut allergies safe. This includes items such as nuts, cashew nuts, 

hazelnuts, pistachios, peanut puffs, hazelnut spread biscuits or dip pots, and other products 

containing nuts, including pesto, Nutella and Bamba snacks. 

While nut allergies are not airborne, there is a significant risk from traces left on hands, play 

equipment, or classroom surfaces, which could cause a serious reaction in children with 

allergies. 

We also kindly ask that no nuts or nut-containing items are brought onto the school site at 

any time, including at pick-up. We have recently noticed children with nuts as a snack to be 

consumed during their afterschool club activities. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding in helping us keep every child safe. 



Attendance Data 

 

Attendance for week beginning 31st August 2026 

Overall attendance for the school was 90.33% 

Reception Attendance 

Turtle class: N/A          Dolphin class: N/A               Panda class: N/A 

Key Stage 1 Attendance 

Bear class: 96.30%                 Elephant class: 92%              Penguin class: 88% 

Giraffe class: 87.93%           Hedgehog class: 96.67%           Owl class: 87.72% 

Well done to the HEDGEHOG CLASS (in KS1) for the highest attendance this week. 

Attendance - Expectations and Information 

• We expect a child's attendance to be maintained at 95% or above for the school year. 

• We understand that children do often pick up illnesses such as colds, temperatures 

and other childhood illnesses so this may not always be possible. When reporting 

your child's absence, please give us a brief explanation of what your child has so 

we can comply with public health and attendance guidelines. 

• If your child has an appointment (hospital, dental, opticians, visa appointment etc), 

we do ask that these be made during the half terms. We do understand this may not 

always be possible, but in any case, proof of the appointment must be provided (e.g 

screenshot of the reminder text/email, confirmation email/letter etc). If proof is not 

seen or provided, the school cannot authorise the absence. 



We will not be able to authorise any absences or Leave of Absences on the first or last day 

of school terms but will take each case in to consideration. Please still complete a Leave of 

Absence requesting the time as each request will be looked at on their individual merits. 

We appreciate our parents and carers honesty when it comes to attendance and absences 

during the school year. We understand there may be events or cases out of your control, but 

being open and honest with us keeps lines of communication open and enables us to see 

where we can possibly support in attendance matters. 

Parenting Training 

 



Voluntary One-Way System 

 

Please can we remind everyone there is a voluntary one-way system in place to help ease 

the congestion at drop off and pick up times. Please see the image below which shows you 

exactly how the voluntary one-way system works. 

Brookland Values 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Gates 

 

A couple of gate and access reminders 

A quick reminder to please help us keep the school site safe and secure by not propping the 

bottom gate open at any time. This is particularly important while children may still be 

outside playing. 

The gate will be opened via the intercom from 2:55pm for Nursery pick-ups, and from 

3:00pm for all other school pick-ups. Please be patient when using the intercom, as staff may 

be supporting children at the end of the school day. 

Please also remember that between 9:00am and 3:00pm, Brookland Infant and Nursery 

parents are unable to walk across the Juniors playground. Thank you for your understanding 

and for helping us to keep the school site safe and secure for everyone. 



Thank you for your continued support. 

Medication 

If your child is on any medication please speak to a member of staff (all our TA's are First Aid 

trained) so that we can help you to complete a medical permission form. Unfortunately 

without this we will not be able to administer any medication to your child. 

We would also like to remind you that we will need all inhalers and EpiPens back in school. 

Please check that they are in date and clearly labelled with your child's name. Thank you. 

School Calendar 

You can link your phone to our school calendar so you know exactly when things are 

happening at school. Please go to the parent tab on our website (click the link below) and 

then press calendar and then click on subscribe to this calendar. Please also find attached 

the Autumn Term dates if you prefer to have them separately.  

School Calendar 

Dates for Your Diary 

September 

Tuesday 1st                SCHOOL CLOSED: INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2nd        SCHOOL CLOSED: INSET DAY 

Thursday 3rd              Y1 and Y2 Children return to school 

Tuesday 8th                6.30 p.m.  Nursery and Reception Meet the Teacher 

Wednesday 9th          6.30 p.m. Year 1 and Year 2 Meet the Teacher  

Monday 14th              9.00 a.m.  Coffee morning for Turtle Class parents and carers 

Tuesday 15th              9.00 a.m.  Coffee morning for Panda Class parents and carers 

Wednesday 16th        9.00 a.m. Coffee morning for Dolphin Class parents and carers 

Thursday 17th            6.15 p.m. PA AGM in hall 

Friday 18th                 9.00 a.m. SEND coffee and chat 

Friday 18th                 Peace Day: children in Y1 and Y2 to wear white clothes 

Tuesday 22nd             9.00 a.m. Coffee morning for Nursery Class parents and carers 

https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1,2&pid=118&viewid=2


Wednesday 23rd       9.00 a.m. English workshop for parents/carers 

Friday 25th                 3.15 p.m. PA Cake Sale 

Monday 28th            Bring in Harvest donations 

Tuesday 29th             8.00 a.m. Sibling photos taken in the hall and Individual photos 

during school time  

Wednesday 30th       9.00 a.m. Maths workshop for parents/carers 

 

October 

Thursday 1st              Black History Month 

Thursday 1st              9.15 a.m.  Hedgehog Class Assembly: Harvest  

Tuesday 6th               Nasal flu vaccinations for Reception, Y1 and Y2 

Friday 9th                  9.15 a.m. Y2 Performance Assembly  

Friday 9th                  2.30 p.m.  SEND coffee and chat 

Monday 12th            Perform in for YR, Y1 and Y2 (information only) 

Tuesday 13th            Perform in for YR, Y1 and Y2 (information only) 

Thursday 15th         11.00 a.m. Reading buddies (information only) 

Monday 19th           9.00 a.m. Y2 Let Your Child Explain (in class) 

Tuesday 20th           9.00 a.m. Y1 Let Your Child Explain (in class) 

Friday 23rd              3.15 p.m. PA Cake Sale 

HALF TERM  Monday 26th – Friday 30th   

Contact Us 

General Office Enquiries: office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net  

Attendance: schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk 

Phone: 020 8346 6824 

Website: www.brooklandinfant.co.uk 

mailto:office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/
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