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Message from Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope everyone enjoyed a restful break and came back feeling refreshed! It has been 

wonderful seeing so many smiling faces returning through the doors, ready to embrace a 

new term. The children have had a fantastic and busy first week back, we also had the 

pleasure of welcoming three new children to Reception, and we hope they and their families 

are settling in well. Exciting new topics are now underway across the school: Nursery and 

Reception are exploring Growth, Year 1 are diving into Kings & Queens, and Year 2 are 

celebrating Heroes and Heroines. We look forward to a brilliant term ahead! 

Brenda McCafferty 

Headteacher 

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 

This Week in Photos 

Please have a look at the week in photos. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Gold Book 

The children have all worked very hard this week, but the following children's work has been 

celebrated this week in Gold Book Assembly. Well done to all these children. 

 

1. Rex for fantastic work in computing. He was able to recognise and discuss his use of 

Information Technology and recorded this beautifully.  

2. Ethan for excellent work in English. He considered the setting of the story "Anna 

Hibiscus Song" and wrote what could be seen, hear, smelled and felt.  

Play Expert: Alfie for playing nice games with his friends and making sensible decisions on 

the playground.  



 

1. George for his thoughtful contributions to class discussions and answering questions 

with insightful comments. 

2. Raife for showing incredible dedication both at home and at school, and we are so 

impressed by his hard work and effort. It is wonderful to see him focusing so well. 

Play Expert: Gil for being incredible kind to his friends and playing lovely games outside.  

 

1. Nylah for consistently putting effort into her learning and wanting to better herself. 

2. Paivy for trying his best in reading and making great progress. He reads with 

confidence and fluency.  

Play Expert: August for always playing nice games with his friends and following the 

playground rules.  



 

1. Annabel for her fantastic writing about Paddington's adventures. 

2. Ayesha for her fantastic effort in maths in the new fractions topic.  

Play Expert: Purity for playing teamwork games and always listening to others.  

 

1. Rafa for being such a mature and sensible leader during the fire alarm practice. 

2. Alfonso for working hard on finding 1/2 of an amount using Numicon and a ruler.  

Play Expert: Della for making new friends and learning different games to play.  



 

1. Lily for her great work in English. She has been learning about homophones and has 

been using them correctly in her work.  

2. Yohan for his good work in maths. He has been learning about fractions, focusing on 

half and quarters. 

Play Expert: Charlotte for being a good friends and following the playground rules.  

Half termly Overviews 

This week, the children have been introduced to their exciting new topics for this half term:  

ω Nursery: Growth 

ω Reception: Growth 

ω Year 1: Kings & Queens 

ω Year 2: Heroes & Heroines  

 You can find more details about the learning planned for this half term on the school 

website. 

Year 

1:https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=390&type=pdf 

Year 

2:https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=391&type=pdf 



Hand Hygiene workshops 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

This week, the Barnet School Health Team visited to speak with all classes in Reception, Year 

1, and Year 2 about the importance of handwashing and hygiene. They taught the children 

when and how to wash their hands properly, and explained what germs are and how they 

spread. As part of the session, the children took part in a fun experiment where they washed 

their hands and then used a lightbox to check for any remaining germs. This really helped 

the children see how easily germs can be missed and encouraged them to think more 

carefully about washing their hands thoroughly. The Barnet School Health Team will be back 

in June to talk to the children about oral Hygiene.  

Proud 

We are incredibly proud of Ira in the Hedgehog class, who spent her holidays doing 

something truly amazing! Ira organised her very own tabletop sale, selling food and drinks to 

raise money for the dog charity All dogs matter!"", and she raised a fantastic £124, what an 

incredible achievement! It is so wonderful to see such kindness, creativity and 

determination in one of our children.  



Next week will be Summer Dinner Menu Week 2! 

Makaton Monday 

 

Each week, the children are introduced to a new Makaton sign. Makaton is used alongside 

spoken language to support communication. Next weekΩs sign is "Courage".  You can find a 

video demonstration of these signs on our website under 'Makaton Monday'. This week's 

Makaton Monday helpers are Niko and Danielle from the Pandas. 

Screen time Guidance 

Recent UK government guidance is offering clear, practical advice to help parents manage 

screen use for children under five. The new recommendations suggest avoiding screens 

altogether for under-twos (except for shared, interactive use) and limiting screen time to no 

more than one hour a day for children aged two to five. The guidance also encourages 

screen-free routines at mealtimes and before bed, and highlights the importance of 

watching and talking about content together rather than leaving children to use devices 

alone. Overall, the focus is on balance, ensuring screens donΩt replace key early experiences 

like play, conversation and sleep, which are vital for healthy development. If you want to 

read the new guidance please go to https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-screen-

time-guidance-for-parents-of-under-5s 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-screen-time-guidance-for-parents-of-under-5s
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-screen-time-guidance-for-parents-of-under-5s


Olive Dining Summer Parent Newsletter 

 



 


