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Message from Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,

It was fantastic to see the children on Thursday dressed in their traditional home clothes or
in the colours of their national flags. Every class created beautiful welcome posters for their
classroom doors, celebrating and representing the many different languages spoken in their
classes. It was so lovely to see the children, and staff, feeling so proud of their country of
origin and sharing their cultures and spoken languages with such enthusiasm. This is exactly
why | love working at Brooklands and whg are such a special community. Our diversity,

pride and sense of belonging truly make our school a wonderful place to be.

Brenda McCafferty

Headteacher

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever

This Week in Photos

Please have a look at the week in photos.
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Y2 residential meeting

All parents and carers of Year 2 children are invited to attend a meeting on Tuesday 3rd
March at 9am, about the Year 2 residential trip, which will take place at the end of the
school year. There are some changes to the trip arrangements this year, so it would be very
helpful for all parents and carers of Y2 children to attend to ensure you are fully informed
about the options available for the children. The residential is always an amazing
opportunity for the children to develop their independence, build confidence, and create
lasting memories as they prepare to say a fond farewell to the Infant School. We look
forward to seeing you there.



Next week will be Dinner Menu 2!

Gold Book

Ata for drawing beautiful pencil studies of birds. He used his observational skills and
carefully sketched from observation.

Nino for really trying so hard with his reading and making good progress. And also for
always trying his best in everything that he does.

Play Expert: Alayna for always playing nicely with everyone and being inclusive.

1. Fatima for her amazing bravery during swimming lessons. She has even jumped in on
her own this week.



2. Rachel for not only being an all round lovely member of the Bear class and fantastic
role model, but also for making excellent progress in her reading.

Play Expert: George for being a fabulous friend.

1. Hana S. for working hard on her phonics and handwriting.
2. Manuel for trying his best in maths and for his careful counting.

Play Expert: Savannah for always being kind to her friends in the playground.

1. Gil for his wonderful creative writing about his take on the book 'The Bear and the
Piano'.

2. Sophia for always challenging herself in maths and showing a Growth Mindset.

Play Expert: Stephanie for always showing a mature approach and looking out for her peers.



1. Anna for her understanding of how to measure height and length using a ruler and a
metre stick.

2. Toby for knowing how to measure using cm and m. He used both a metre stick and a
ruler.

Play Expert: Rafa for being a good friend in the playground.

1. Deniz for her wonderful reading. She translated a book from Turkish into English for
the class for International Language Day.

2. Yohan for his fantastic focus and work in English. he has been turning words into
adverbs by addingly.

Play Expert: Taleel for helping other children in need in the playground and for being a good
friend.



Buddy Bench

| would like to say a huge thank you to our wonderful School Council for all their hard work
fundraising for our new Buddy Bench, which has now arrived! The children have shown
great dedication and teamwork in making this happen, and we are so proud of their efforts.

We have spoken to the children in Assembly about what the Buddy Bench represents, if
someone is sitting on the bench, it means they would like someone to play with. We have
encouraged everyone that if they see a child sitting there, they can go over and invite them
to join in. I1Q a lovely way to promote kindness, friendship and inclusion across our school.

Well done, School Council, you are doing a fabulous job! W@wait to see what your next
project will be.

Learning Overviews

This week, the children have been introduced to their exciting new topics for this half term:
wNursery: Traditional Tales

wReception: Traditional Tales

wYear 1: It's Wild!

wYear 2: Maybe It's Because I'm a Londoner

You can find the learning overviews for Y1 and Y2 on our website:



Year 1https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=347&type=pdf

Year 2https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=348&type=pdf

Spring Term Donations

Thank you so much to everyone who has kindly made a parent donation so far this school
yeart we truly appreciate your generosity and support.

Your contributions make a genuine difference to the chil@experience in school. Because
of you, wee been able to refresh and enhance our resources and renew important
software licences, helping us keep our curriculum exciting, relevant and full of rich
opportunities for learning.

So far this year we have renewed key subscriptions and licences, including MyMaths, EdShed,
Twinkle and Widgit (which is particularly valuable in supporting our SEN and EAL pupils). In
addition, we have purchased Spotlight Author books for our classes to further nurture a love

of reading.

We still have many resources and licences to fund, so if you Eaxetrmade a donation
and feel able to do so, we would be very grateful. Donations can be made via Arbor or
directly to the school account.

Thank you again for your continued support.

Drama workshop: Perform

This week we had Perform Drama Workshop to work wit the children in Reception, Year 1

and Year 2. They used their imagination to pretend they were in a magical Toy Shop! They
moved their bodies, used their voices and listened and responded to instructions. Everone
had fun playing théBanan&game.

Naming items of clothing and water bottles

Please can we ask that you label all items of clothing with your child's name, please can you
also ensure your child's water bottle named so we can return all the water bottles we keep
finding around the school to the rightful owners. Thank you

Parent consultations

Parentiteacher consultations will take place dnesday 17th March, 4:@7:00pmand
Thursday 19th March, 4:06{¥:00pm Booking will go live ofuesday 3rd March at 8:00am
via Arbor. Please ensure you book oohge slot in total These meetings are a great


https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=347&type=pdf
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=348&type=pdf

opportunity to speak with your chi@ class teacher about how they are getting on at school
and to discuss their next steps in learning. We look forward to seeing you there.

Reception Swimming

Reception will start swimming next term. Every class will need 6 parent volunteers to help
the children with getting changed. If you are able to help you will need a DBS. Please contact
the office if you need to get a DBS. You can now pay the voluntary contributi&i® ain

Arbor. Thank you.

You will receive your invoice via Arbor under the "Swimming" section. You can pay the
invoice in parts or in full, bit it must be paid by the end of the Summer Term. To pay, top up
the "Swimming" account.

Thank you

We would like to say a huge thank you to the PA for replacing all of the interactive
whiteboards in all the classrooms. This was something that was truly needed, as the old
boards had become slow and unreliable, making teaching more challenging. Thanks to your
incredible support and hard work, we can now use the new boards effectively for teaching
and learning once again. We are so grateful to have such an active and dedicated PA who
raises such wonderful funds to make projects like this possible. Your commitment to
improving our school makes a real difference to both staff and students.

Playdate pledge

As families with infants and young children, we know that little ones learn best through
simple, reallife play: playing games together, building with blocks or LEGO, engaging in art
and craft activities, exploring sensory materials, moving their bodies, and discovering how
the world works through trial and error. At this age, children do not need screens to be
entertained or connected.



A shared, screefree playdate agreement can help take the pressure off parents and carers.
When families are on the same page, those who choose to limit screens at home can feel
confident that their child will have a similar experience during playdates elsewhere. It also
helps create an environment where child feels left out and no adult feels uncomfortable
about sayingino screens

Participation in the Brookland Playdate Pledge is entirely voluntary and is intended to
support, not judge, individual family choices.

Playdate Pledge:
We believe that young children learn best through hands social play.
By supporting this pledge, we agree that during playdates for our children:

w Playdates will becreenfree, with no television, tablets, phones, or computers used
for entertainment.

w Children will engage im-person play such as toys, books, music, movement,
imaginative and creative activities.

w Social media platforms (including YouTube, TikTok, Instagram, or similar apps) will
not be used around children during playdates.

w Adults willmodel healthy technology habit®y limiting personal screen use during
playtime.

w Our focus will be osafe, joyful, and developmentally appropriate play

We understand that this pledge supports child&social, emotional, and cognitive
development and helps build healthy habits from the very beginning. By working together,
we strengthen our shared commitment to nurturing confident, creative, curious, ambitious
and healthy children.

International Language Day

International Mother Language Day was on Saturday 21st February and we celebrated it at
school yesterdaylt was fantastic to se¢he children and stafivearing clothes and colours

to represent the wide range of countries our families come frd@urrently we have over 40
different languages as well as English spoken by staff and children across the stheol.
children had the opportunity to parade and show to each other and talk about their home
country, they learnt how to say 'welcome' in differeahguages in their classrooms and

have made 'Welcomeposters celebrating the different languages spoken in the

class. Thank you to those parents who have volunteered to come in to class and read or



tell a story in your home languagdf this is something that you would still like to do please
speak to your child's class teacher.
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