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Message from Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of a very busy half term, | would like to take a moment to reflect on
everything the children have accomplished. They have taken part in many exciting learning
opportunities, including local walks to learn more about Henrietta Barnett, and have
welcomed a variety of visitors such as vets, a dentist, a nurse and the fire brigade. These
experiences have really helped bring our curriculum to life.

Most importantly, the children have made lovely progress and have shown genuine
enthusiasm and enjoyment in their learning. Thank you, as always, for your continued
support. | hope you all have a happy and restful half term, and that when we return it feels a
little more like spring, with some sunshine to brighten everyone’s days.

Brenda McCafferty

Headteacher

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever

This Week in Photos

Please have a look at the week in photos.
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Bear Class Assembly

What a lovely start to our Friday. Thank you and well done to the Bears for a wonderful
Assembly all about Chinese New Year. Your acting and singing was very impressive and you

were all so confident. Well done.

The first week back after half term will be Dinner Menu 1!

Well done!




We are extremely proud of Musa (Giraffe class) for demonstrating our school values both in
and beyond the classroom.

On Sunday 8th February, Musa represented Brookland Infant School at the National Primary
School Chess Championship 2026 as part of the Juniors team. He thoroughly enjoyed the
event and played exceptionally well.

The team achieved an impressive 3rd place, earning a bronze medal. Notably, Musa was the
only Year 2 pupil in the entire tournament and showed remarkable confidence, resilience
and determination throughout the competition.

Mr Fleetwood, the chess coach and everyone at Brookland Infant and Nursery School are
incredibly proud of Musa’s achievement.

Safer Internet Day
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The children had a fantastic time celebrating Safer Internet Day on Tuesday. This year’s
theme focused on using Al safely, and children across the school took part in a range of
engaging activities.

All children from Reception to Year 2 attended a Safer Internet Day assembly led by Mrs
Bradley and her special guest, “Alexa” — a very convincing Al robot brought to life by the
amazing Miss Delany! The children explored fun and safe ways to use Al and even created
their own Al-generated colouring sheets.



In Reception, children discussed trusted adults and thought carefully about who they could
talk to if something made them feel “funny in their tummy”. Key Stage 1 took part in a
lesson all about Al and how it is used, challenging themselves to decide whether images
were real photographs or Al-generated. Nursery children enjoyed the story Smartie the
Penguin and talked about how he could make safe choices when using technology.

There was lots of enthusiastic discussion about apps, gaming, favourite YouTube channels
and smart speakers at home. Most importantly, it was clear that our children from Nursery
through to Year 2 feel confident telling a trusted adult if they need help and are already able
to identify some key online risks.

Children's Mental Health Week
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This year, Children’s Mental Health Week focused on the theme “This is my place”, helping
children understand the importance of belonging. We talked about how our special people
and trusted adults help us feel safe, happy, and valued. The children learned that trusted
adults can support us, listen to us, and help us feel confident to be ourselves.

Through PSHE activities and in Assembly , we explored what it means to belong, as a person,
as a member of our class, and as part of our school community. We shared ideas about
kindness, friendship, and how working together helps everyone feel included. By supporting
one another, we can make sure that every child feels able to say, “This is my place.”

Here are some helpful websites for parents and carers:

e BBC Tiny Happy People —simple ideas, videos, and activities to support emotional
wellbeinghttps://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people



https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people

* NHS - Every Mind Matters — practical advice on children’s mental
healthhttps://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters

e YoungMinds (for parents) — guidance on supporting children’s emotional
wellbeinghttps://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent

e Anna Freud Centre — resources on child mental health and
developmenthttps://www.annafreud.org

* Place2Be - the charity behind Children’s Mental Health
Weekhttps://www.place2be.org.uk

Fire brigade visit to YR

As part of their “People Who Help Us” topic, the Reception children received a visit from the
London Fire Brigade today. The children eagerly explored the fire engine, including the cabin
and the driver’s seat, gaining a first-hand experience of life as a firefighter. The firefighters
demonstrated the equipment they carry and explained how it is used to keep the
community safe.



https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent
https://www.annafreud.org/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/
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We are very proud of our wonderfully diverse community and the fact that more than 40
different languages are spoken by our staff and children. We will be celebrating this on
Thursday 26th February.

Each class will take part in a range of activities to recognise and celebrate the many cultures
and languages represented in our school. Children are invited to come to school dressed in
their national costume or in clothes that reflect the colours of their country’s flag.

We would also love to invite parents and carers to come into school to read or tell a story to
their child’s class in their home language. If you are able to support us in this way, please
speak to your child’s class teacher after half term.

We are really looking forward to learning even more about the different countries and
cultures that make up our Brookland community.



World Book Day

We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 5th March. This year, we will be focusing
on vocabulary. Therefore, we would like the children to dress up as word of their choice e.g.
vibrant, athletic, heroic, artistic, fragile, mythical, fatigued etc.. The list is endless! You really
don’t have to go out and buy anything extra. Please see some pictures attached for ideas. If
your child already had a World Book Day costume in mind, then they could still dress as a
character and choose a word associated with their chosen character. For example, Harry
Potter could be associated with the words courageous and heroic. We will be holding a
whole school assembly vocabulary parade of our words so please be adventurous and
creative with your word choices. We cannot wait to see which word your child decides to
come dressed as!

Mrs Davies
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Author Visit

We are very excited to be welcoming author Jason Korsner to school on World Book Day!
Jason will be sharing his books with the children across the school, with each year group
enjoying something a little different. In Reception, he will read What Can You See?, with a
sneak preview of some of his other stories. Year 1 will enjoy I Like to Put Food in My Welly
and Year 2 will hear A Zoo in My Shoe. Year 1 and Year 2 will also have the fantastic
opportunity to help Jason write a brand-new chapter for the book he is reading to them.
Jason will be selling his books for children to take home, which can be purchased via Arbor in
the school shop. He will kindly donate 50p from every book sold, helping us to buy new non-
fiction books for school. Books can be purchased until Wednesday 25th February. We can’t
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Message from Olive Dining

dining
At Olive Dining, nutrition is the foundation of our menus each term. Working closely with
our Chefs, each recipe is built to be nourishing, tasty and enjoyed by the pupils that we feed.

We work to make sure our menus are compliant to the School Food Standards, a copy of
these guidelines can be found here - School Food Standards.

We also ensure that the menus reach the criteria for silver Food for Life; there is a minimum
of 5% organic ingredients used, and we greatly exceed the 75% of 'from scratch cooking'
required, a great example of this is our pizza's, made with a homemade sauce packed with
vegetables! Our menu at Brooklands is also plant focused, with pulses such as lentils added
to meat dishes like lasagnes, reducing the carbon impact. Our puddings follow the School
Food Standards, and government sugar reduction guidelines. The recipes are designed so
that most of the sweetness comes from natural fruit rather than added sugar, fresh fruit is
also on offer every day. Although the puddings may taste sweet, they are developed
specifically to meet these nutritional standards.

We aim to provide fresh, delicious food every day that children look forward to, fuelling
them for the rest of their afternoon of learning, and supporting their development.

Voluntary One-Way System
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https://www.schoolfoodplan.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/School-Food-Standards-Guidance-FINAL-V3.pdf

Please can we remind everyone there is a voluntary one-way system in place to help ease
the congestion at drop off and pick up times. Please see the image below which shows you
exactly how the voluntary one-way system works.

Lettings

School Hall Available for Hire

Looking for the perfect venue for your next event? Our versatile school hall is available to
hire for community events, fitness classes, performances, meetings, private functions and

more.

Featuring ample space, lots of natural light and on-site parking, it’s an ideal setting for

gatherings.
Enquire today to check availability and secure your date!
To Book:

e Email schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk for a booking form and letting

guidelines
e Check your requested date is available and wait for us to confirm if it is free to book.

e Complete the forms once a date has been selected as soon as possible so you do not
miss out. You will be sent an invoice with the costs and what is to be paid.

e Costs: £50 deposit to secure the date, £148 to be paid 3 weeks before your event.
Total Cost: £198

e Please note: The hall booking times for the weekend are 10:30am-1:30pm only.


mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk

Spring After School Clubs Timetable
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SPRING TERM CLUB DATES 2026
Club Name Day/s — Year Groups Start End No Club on:
06/01/2026 26/03/2026 05/01/2026, 26/03/2025
06/01/2026 22/03/2026
07/01/2026 25/03/2026
T S Tuesdays (¥R, 1, 2) 06/01/2026 24/03/20%6 17/03/2026
Thursdays (YR, 1, 2] 08/01/2026 26/03/2026 19/03/2026
Baler Babies Fridays (YA, 1, 2] TBC TBC
Ballet with Mona Thursdays (YR ¥3] 15/01/2026 26/03/2026 15/03/2026
Dance Mondays (YR ¥3) 12/01/2026 23/03/2026
Forest schoo! Mondays (YR, 1,2) 12/01/2026 23/03/2026
Tuesdays (¥R, 1,2) 06/01/2026 24/03/2026 17/03/2026
SamesDesiEn (ASEE) Tuesdays (Y3 -Y6) 06/01/2026 24/03/2026 17/03/2026
Wednesdays (V1-¥2] 07/01/2026 25/03/2026
Get Crafty. Mondays (YR, 1, 2) 19/01/2026 23/03/2026
Lot The Children Sing — Choir Tuesdays (v1, ¥2) 06/01/2026 10/03/2026 17/03/20%6
Mother Nature Science Club Fridays (YR, 1, 2) 16/01/2026 20/03/2026 13/03/2026
Robotics (eAssistant) Thursdays (¥1-Y6) 08/01/2026 26/03/2026 19/03/2026
Spanish Tuesdays (¥27] 13/01/2025 24/03/20%6 17/03/2036
Wednesdays (YR, 1] 07/01/2026 25/03/2026
Top Sports Academy Thursdays (Y, 1, 2) 08/01/2026 26/03/2026 15/03/20%6
Yoga Zone Mondays (YR, 1, 2) 12/01/2026 23/03/20%6
Cheerleading (Lunchtime Club] Tuesdays (YF, 12) 06/01/2026 23/03/20%6 22/02/20%5
Girls Football (Lunchtime Club) Mondays (YR, 1, 2) 12/01/2026 23/03/2026
Thursdays (YR, 1, 2) 15/01/2026 26/03/2026
Droma (In Juniors) Wednesdays (11, 2) 07/01/2026 18/03/2026
Pantha Karate (In Juniors] Wednesdays (¥2+) 14/01/2026 25/03/2026
Chess (In Juniors) Thursdays (YR-Y6) 08/01/2026 26/03/2026
‘Gymnastics (in Juniors] Mondays (YR-Y6) 12/01/2026 23/03/2026
‘ February Half Term (16" Feb — 20° February 2026) ‘ Parent Consultation Evenings (17" March and 19" March 2026]
s

Lunch Time Club - Cheerleading - 24/02/2026

Please note that there will be no Cheerleading sessions on Tuesday 24th February 2026 due
to a workshop taking place in the school day that will be occupying the hall. Please remind
your child on the first week back.

Cheerleading - Limited Spaces available!

We have 4 sessions left for our amazing Cheerleading Lunchtime Club until the 24th March
2026.

If your child would like to join this lunch time club until the end of the Spring Term, please
sign up via Arbor by 2nd March 2026.
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JOIN SARACENS FOUNDATION LUNCHTIME CLUB
AT BROOKLAND INFANT AND NURSERY SCHOOL

CHEERLEADING COMBINES THE EXCITEMENT OF
TUESDAY DANCE AND GYMNASTICS, GIVING PARTICIPANTS
CHEERLEADING THE FREEDOM TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES AND
SHOWCASE THEIR PERSONALITIES. IN OUR CLASSES,
12:15-12:45-REC& YR 1 WE FOCUS ON TEACHING FUNDAMENTAL CHEER
12:45-1:15-YR 2 MOTIONS AND TECHNIQUES, TUMBLING SKILLS, AND
STUNTING. EACH TERM ALSO INCLUDES LEARNING
06/01/2026 - FUN NEW ROUTINES, WHICH ARE PERFORMED IN A
24/03/2026 SHOWCASE AT THE END OF THE TERM.

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW
VIA ARBOR

Attendance Data
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Attendance for week beginning 9th February 2026

Overall attendance for the school was 95.84%

Reception Attendance

Turtle class: 98.67% Dolphin class: 94.17% Panda class: 90.91%
Key Stage 1 Attendance

Bear class: 95.33% Elephant class: 97.30% Penguin class: 95.30%



Giraffe class: 94.12% Hedgehog class: 99.67% Owl class: 100%
Well done to the Turtle Class for the highest attendance this week in EYFS.
Well done to the Owl Class for the highest attendance this week in KS1.
Attendance - Expectations and Information
e We expect a child's attendance to be maintained at 95% or above for the school year.

e We understand that children do often pick up illnesses such as colds, temperatures
and other childhood illnesses so this may not always be possible. When reporting
your child’s absence, please give us a brief explanation of what your child has so we
can comply with public health and attendance guidelines.

e If your child has an appointment (hospital, dental, opticians, visa appointment etc),
we do ask that these be made during the half terms. We do understand this may not
always be possible, but in any case, proof of the appointment must be provided (e.g
screenshot of the reminder text/email, confirmation email/letter etc). If proof is not
seen, the school cannot authorise the absence.

Barnet Children's Integrated Therapies

INHS |

Whittington Health
Barnet Children’s Integrated Therapies
Telephone Advice
Sessions

Book a telephone or video call

Speak to a Speech and Language Therapist,
Occupational Therapist or Physiotherapist

. Discuss your concerns
- Get advice and strategies
' Getideas on next steps and new targets

For Parents, Teachers, Teaching Assistants,
Nursery staff - anyone supporting a child

'- We work with interpreters if needed

% To book please call 020 3316 8900
z or email whh-tr.barnetcit@nhs.n
SRS




Free Car Seat Safety Check

Brookland Values

Free Child Car Seat Checks
Friday 6% March 2026, 10am — 3pm

Brent Cross Hendon Way Superstore
Tilling Road NW2 1LZ

Bamet Council is offering free child car seat safety checks to ensure children are
travelling safely. A trained expert from Good Egg Safety will be available to inspect
seats, fix errors and provide advice, no booking required.

A check can be made on your child car seat even if your child isn't with you — but if
they are, we can also check they are seated correctly and safely.

In response to the high turnout at previous events, two advisors will now be
available on the day. To avoid unnecessary travel, you're welcome to call us on the
day to check waiting times

Last year, 92% of seats checked in Barnet had errors, many serious enough to
endanger children in the event of a collision. Unfortunately, errors on seats are very
easily made, but the great news is that they tend to be easy to fix.

Don’t miss this opportunity to get peace of mind and help make Barnet's roads

safer for everyone.

Road safet bamet.gov.uk
07483 474617

%



Nut-Free School (this also includes after school clubs)

We would like to remind all parents and carers that our school is strictly nut free in order to
keep children with severe nut allergies safe. This includes items such as nuts, cashew nuts,
hazelnuts, pistachios, peanut puffs, hazelnut spread biscuits or dip pots, and other products
containing nuts, including pesto, Nutella and Bamba snacks.

While nut allergies are not airborne, there is a significant risk from traces left on hands, play
equipment, or classroom surfaces, which could cause a serious reaction in children with
allergies.



We also kindly ask that no nuts or nut-containing items are brought onto the school site at

any time, including at pick-up. We have recently noticed children with nuts as a snack to be

consumed during their afterschool club activities.

Thank you for your continued support and understanding in helping us keep every child safe.

Notice Regarding School Gates

it

FOR SAFETY REASONS

PLEASE DO NOT PROP THE GATE
OPEN!

Infant Main Gate Opening Times:

¢ Nursery: Opens from 2:55pm for 3:00pm collection

(by buzzer only)
¢ Reception, Year 1 and 2: Gate is open from 3:00pm

Reminder: Between 9:00am -3:00pm, there is no access for Nursery or Infant parents to walk

across the Juniors Playground.

We hope everyone has a lovely half term!

Dates for Your Diary

February

HALF TERM Monday 16th — Friday 20th February

Monday 23rd
Tuesday 24th
Thursday 26th
Thursday 26th
Friday 27th
Friday 27th

Friday 27th

March

Children return to school
Perform Drama workshop for YR, Y1 and Y2 (info only)
International Mother Language Day
Child’s Voice meeting (info only)
9.00am YR FMS workshop for parents and carers
Stand up to Bullying Day

PA Event: Cake Sale March



Tuesday 3rd
Tuesday 3rd
Thursday 5th
Thursday 5th
Monday 9th
Monday 9th
Monday 9th
Tuesday 10th
Tuesday 10th
Tuesday 10th
Tuesday 10th
Thursday 12th
Friday 13th
Monday 16th
Tuesday 17th
Tuesday 17th
Thursday 19th
Thursday 19th
Thursday 19th
Friday 20th
Friday 20th
Friday 20th
Monday 23rd
Monday 23rd
Tuesday 24th
Tuesday 24th
Tuesday 24th

Thursday 26th

9.00am

9.15am

9.15am

4pm-7pm

4pm-7pm

2.30pm

9.00am

9.00am

2.00pm

9.30am

Y2 residential info meeting for Y2 parents

YN trip to Museum of Transport

World Book Day — Read Your Way (more info to follow)

Reading buddies (info only)
Science Week — Change and Adapt!
Y2 Performance Assembly
PA event: Mother’s Day shop
YN trip to Museum of Transport
PA event: Mother’s Day shop
Dance Festival
Governing Body meeting (info only)
Y2 Great Fire of London workshop
Hedgehog Class Assembly: Nowruz
Young Carers Awareness Day (info only)
Safari Pete visit to Y1
Parent/Teacher Consultations
Parent/Teacher Consultations
Inclusion Day (It’s okay to be different) (info only)
PA Event: Cake Sale
Red Nose Day
FS Special books home for the weekend
SEND coffee and chat in the hall
Y1 Let Your Child Explain
Eid Al-Fitr celebration (more info to follow)
Y2 Let Your Child Explain (in class)
YR trip to Postal Museum
Y1 Spring show

Y1 Spring Show



Thursday 26th PA Event: Easter Egg hunt

Friday 27th 9.15am Owl Class Assembly: Passover
Friday 27th Easter Bonnet competition
Friday 27th School Term ends - 1:30pm finish
Contact Us

General Office Enquiries: office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net

Attendance Reporting: schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk

Phone: 020 8346 6824

Website: www.brooklandinfant.co.uk



mailto:office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/
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