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Message from Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a real pleasure this week to welcome our new Nursery children and their families 

to Brookland. We are delighted to have them join our Brookland community. 

We are also very aware that this is an unsettling time for many, with worrying events taking 

place across the world, particularly in Iran. Our thoughts are with all our families who may 

be affected, and especially with those who have loved ones there. Please know that our 

school community is here to offer care, understanding, and support. 

I would also like to gently remind families about the importance of arriving at school on time. 

We have noticed an increase in late arrivals this week, and while we completely understand 

that mornings can sometimes be challenging, arriving late can be difficult for children as 

they miss the start of their learning and their opportunity to settle calmly with their class. 

Classroom doors open at 8:45am, and we kindly ask that all children are in school by 9:00am 

so they can make the best possible start to their day.  

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership. Together, we can ensure 

every child feels happy, settled, and ready to learn each day. 

Brenda McCafferty 

Headteacher 

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 

This Week in Photos 

Please have a look at the week in photos. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Gold Book 

The children have all worked very hard this week, but the following children's work has been 

celebrated this week in Gold Book Assembly. Well done to all these children. 

 

1. Andrew for sequencing the story events correctly to retell the Gingerbread man story. 

2. Aum for wanting to better himself and putting a lot of effort into his work and always 

showing a Growth Mindset. 

Play Expert: Amara for always playing nice games and for being kind to her friends. 

 

1. George for being an all round superstar! He always sets a wonderful example to 

others. He joins in in every lesson, from dancing in PE to fab phonics. 

2. Liliana for quietly and calmly getting on with her work. She chose some lovely 

adjectives to describe the Gingerbread man. She is also trying so hard in maths. 



Play Expert:  Emily for being a good friend and playing nice games outside.  

 

1. Allegra for excellent work in DT, describing a mechanism and creating a moving 

picture with a slider. 

2. Ellie for a confident retelling of the |Gingerbread man. She retold the story and 

worked well with her group to act out the story. 

Play Expert:  Ethan for setting a lovely example to his friends outside and for being a kind 

friend.  

 

1. Purity for always trying her best in any task and especially for her wonderful retelling 

of the book "A walk in London". 

2. .Annabel for consistently contributing to class discussions with interesting ideas and 

questions. 

Play Expert: Henry P. for playing nicely with friends and for sensibly resolving any issues with 

them if they arise. . 



 

1. Ava for her great attitude towards her learning. She wrote a wonderful retelling of 

the book "A walk in London". 

2. Idris S. for working so hard on his sentence structure. he made sure he had capital 

letters, finger spaces and full stops 

Play Expert: Lily for being an inclusive friend and following playground rules.  

 

1. .Rafa for his amazing detailed sketch of the Tower of London. It's going on display as 

it almost looks like a photo. 

2. Mishka for her historical knowledge of our local area and the change from long ago. 

Play Expert: Gil for playing really imaginative games in the playground with his friends 



Makaton Monday 

 

Each week, the children are introduced to a new Makaton sign. Makaton is used alongside 

spoken language to support communication. This week’s signs are “(coat) zip up” and “(coat) 

zip down.” You can find video demonstrations of these signs on our website under 'Makaton 

Monday'. 

Breakfast club 

Our Breakfast Club still has places available! It’s a lovely way for children to start the day, 

enjoying a relaxed, welcoming atmosphere with our wonderful TAs Jan, Sally and Jenny, who 

ensure children are well looked after each morning,  Sessions are £5 each, and places can be 

booked conveniently through Arbor. For more information, please take a look at the 

application form attached – we’d love to welcome your child to Breakfast Club! 

Parent Questionnaire  

You should have received an email earlier this week inviting you to complete our parent 

questionnaire. Thank you to the 55 parents who have responded already. We would really 

appreciate all parents and carers taking a few moments to complete it, as your feedback is 

extremely valuable. It helps us understand what we are doing well and highlights areas 

where we can continue to improve. Please click the link below to access the 

questionnaire:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeG1Gxec0Smidvoe8bdEMlP-

gO0-NQUMa8VLCNqi-qiPIrCAg/viewform?usp=publish-editor  

Junior Duke Award 

It has been wonderful to see all the fantastic learning taking place at home, with children 

enthusiastically completing the challenges. From speedy dressing in Reception, to the 

domestic challenges in Year 1, and the thoughtful acts of selflessness in Year 2, the effort 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeG1Gxec0Smidvoe8bdEMlP-gO0-NQUMa8VLCNqi-qiPIrCAg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeG1Gxec0Smidvoe8bdEMlP-gO0-NQUMa8VLCNqi-qiPIrCAg/viewform?usp=publish-editor


and enthusiasm have been a joy to see. These experiences are helping the children to 

become more independent and confident when dealing with new situations. Well done 

everyone. 

School Council 

The school council met this week and have decided to hold another juice sale to raise some 

more money for the friendship bench. We are very proud of their initiative,  they have 

almost raised enough to buy the bench, and with this final sale, we hope they will reach 

their goal! The sale will take place on 26th January, and children are welcome to bring £1 if 

they would like to buy a juice carton from the school council. 

Brookland Leaders 

 

We have Brookland Leaders to help everyone remember and follow our school motto of ‘Be 

Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever’. Brookland Leaders also help everyone to remember our 

school values; Courage, Honesty, Friendship, Respect, Tolerance and Responsibility.  

 A Brookland Leader is…. 

• A good role model for all the children in our school. 

• Someone who helps the children to feel happy and safe around school.   

• Someone that helps make the school even better! 

 This term the children in the Hedgehog class were invited to apply for a Brookland Leader 

job. All the children that applied were successful – well done! 

The Brookland leaders for the Spring Term are: 



Assembly Leaders: 

Purity, Azlan, Eleni, Henry P, Mili, Dylan, Kayla   and Gil 

Play Buddy Leaders at   lunchtime in the Nursery & Reception playground: 

 Amelia, Annabel, Noah, Ethan, Ira, Alma, Sophia, Nivin,   Lara, Sam and Henry U 

Playground Leaders in the   Year 1 & 2 playground: 

Jozef and Sophia 

Eco Leaders: 

Ayesha, Stephanie and Sonny 

Library Leaders: 

Leila, Theodore, Ethan, Dylan and Eleni 

Spotlight Author 

 

This week in assembly we launched our new Spotlight Author, Shirley Hughes! She has 

written and illustrated over 50 fantastic children’s books, and we’re on a mission to see if we 

can find them all. Children have been invited to hunt at home for any Shirley Hughes books 

they have and bring them in to show Mrs McCafferty. Each title will be added to our 

Spotlight Author display in the library. A huge thank you to Henry Ufland for being the very 

first to bring in a book, and a big well done to Rojan for an incredible effort in bringing along 

10 Shirley Hughes books. Keep them coming – let’s see if we can reach all 50! 



Growth Mindset 

 

In assembly we have been speaking about Growth Mindset. These are the phrases we are 

using with the children to show the difference between a growth mindset and a fixed 

mindset. 

 

Fixed mindset                                        Growth mindset  

I can’t do this                                          I can do it! 

I don’t understand                                  I can keep trying 

I made a mistake                                    It is ok to make mistakes   they help me learn 

I give up                                                I will not give up 

I’m not good at this                                 Trying hard makes me feel proud 

I know this, I am bored                           Challenges help me grow 



Proud 

 

 



 

 



 

We are incredibly proud to celebrate Amara (Penguin class), who has shown exceptional 

kindness and compassion, truly living out our Brookland values and our motto of being kind. 

Amara has been fundraising for The Little Princess Trust, a charity that provides real-hair 

wigs to children and young people who lose their hair due to cancer treatment or other 

medical conditions, helping them feel confident and supported during a very difficult time. 

As part of her fundraising, Amara grew her hair and recently donated an amazing 12 inches, 

alongside exceeding her original fundraising target by raising a fantastic £1,338 and counting. 

Her generosity, determination and thoughtfulness make her a wonderful role model.  If you 

would like to donate to this worthy causer as well please click the below link. 

    https://fundraise.littleprincesses.org.uk/fundraising/amaras-fundraising-page2027 

Next week back will be Dinner Menu 3! 

Royal Academy Young Artists' Summer Show - Art competition 

We have been made aware of the Royal Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show by a parent 

and we want to share this lovely opportunity with everyone, as some children may want to 

take part as well. Now in its eighth year, this exciting art competition is a free, open-

submission exhibition for students aged 4–18 studying in the UK. Artworks are judged by a 

panel of artists and arts professionals, with selected pieces displayed online and on-site at 

https://fundraise.littleprincesses.org.uk/fundraising/amaras-fundraising-page2027


the Royal Academy of Arts. Registration and submission are open until 5pm on 4 March 2026. 

Parents and carers can set up an account to submit artwork on behalf of their child, and as 

the school is registered, you will be able to select the school when submitting your child’s 

work. 

For more information, please visit: Royal Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show 

Lettings 

 

School Hall Available for Hire 

Looking for the perfect venue for your next event? Our versatile school hall is available to 

hire for community events, fitness classes, performances, meetings, private functions and 

more.  

Featuring ample space, lots of natural light and on-site parking, it’s an ideal setting for 

gatherings.  

Enquire today to check availability and secure your date! 

To Book: 

• Email schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk for a booking form and letting 

guidelines 

• Check your requested date is available and wait for us to confirm if it is free to book. 

• Complete the forms once a date has been selected as soon as possible so you do not 

miss out. You will be sent an invoice with the costs and what is to be paid.  

• Costs: £50 deposit to secure the date, £148 to be paid 3 weeks before your event. 

Total Cost: £198 

• Please note: The hall booking times for the weekend are 10:30am-1:30pm only. 

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk


Spring After School Clubs Timetable 

 

 

Spring Clubs at Brookland 

Still looking for a club to join this term? See the photo stack for the many clubs we have at 

Brookland! 

We have the opportunity for two further clubs to potentially join the cohort of clubs later on 

this academic year. Please vote on the short survey below which one you'd be more inclined 

to sign up to.  

Embed://<iframe width="640px" height="480px" 

src="https://forms.office.com/e/0bv0S2FwfW?embed=true" frameborder="0" 

marginwidth="0" marginheight="0" style="border: none; max-width:100%; max-

height:100vh" allowfullscreen webkitallowfullscreen mozallowfullscreen msallowfullscreen> 

</iframe> 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Easter Camp 2026 

 

Attendance Data 

 

Attendance for week beginning 12th January 2026 

Overall attendance for the school was 97.24% 

Reception Attendance 

Turtle class: 97.55%          Dolphin class: 94.34%               Panda class: 94.62% 

Key Stage 1 Attendance 



Bear class: 99.2%%              Elephant class: 98.52%              Penguin class: 99.26% 

Giraffe class: 96.4%                Hedgehog class: 96.67%            Owl class: 97.88% 

Well done to the Turtle Class for the highest attendance this week in EYFS. 

Well done to the Penguin Class for the highest attendance this week in KS1. 

Brookland Values 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nut-Free School (this also includes after school clubs) 

 

We would like to remind all parents and carers that our school is strictly nut free in order to 

keep children with severe nut allergies safe. This includes items such as nuts, cashew nuts, 

hazelnuts, pistachios, peanut puffs, hazelnut spread biscuits or dip pots, and other products 

containing nuts, including pesto, Nutella and Bamba snacks. 

While nut allergies are not airborne, there is a significant risk from traces left on hands, play 

equipment, or classroom surfaces, which could cause a serious reaction in children with 

allergies. 

We also kindly ask that no nuts or nut-containing items are brought onto the school site at 

any time, including at pick-up. We have recently noticed children with nuts as a snack to be 

consumed during their afterschool club activities. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding in helping us keep every child safe. 

Notice Regarding School Gates 

 



Reminder: Between 9:00am -3:00pm, there is no access for Nursery or Infant parents to walk 

across the Juniors Playground. 

We hope everyone has a lovely weekend! 

Dates for Your Diary 

January 

Tuesday 20th     9.00am      YR FMS workshop for parents and carers (more info to follow) 

Friday 23rd         9.00am      SEND coffee and chat in the dining hall 

Wednesday 28th                  Governing Body meeting (info only) 

Friday 30th         9.15am     Y2 Performance Assembly 

Friday 30th                             PA Event: Cake Sale 

February 

Monday 2nd                          National Story telling week 

Tuesday 3rd                           NSPCC Number Day 

Thursday 5th                          Reading buddies (info only) 

Friday 6th        9am-10am    Online Safety Workshop for parents and carers 

Friday 6th                               FS Special books home for the weekend 

Monday 9th                           Children’s Mental Health Week 

Monday 9th       9.00am       Y2 Let Your Child Explain (in class) 

Tuesday 10th                          Safer Internet Day 

Thursday 12th    9.00am       Y1 Let Your Child Explain (in class) 

Thursday 12th    9.00am       YR FMS workshop for parents and carers 

Friday 13th          9.15am      Bear Class Assembly: Chinese New Year 

Friday 13th                             Fire brigade visit to YR 

Friday 13th                            PA Event: Wear what you love day and donate £2 

Friday 13th                            Break up for half term - Normal collection time for all (3:15PM) 

HALF TERM Monday 16th – Friday 20th February 



Contact Us 

General Office Enquiries: office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net  

Attendance Reporting: schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk 

Phone: 020 8346 6824 

Website: www.brooklandinfant.co.uk 

mailto:office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/
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