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Brookland Infant and Nursery
School will be closed

from 1:30pm on

Friday 19t December

We wish all of our Brookland families a A
happy and safe holiday period. %
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Message from Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the end of the first term, it has been wonderful to see how much the
children have learned and how their confidence and enthusiasm have grown. Everyone is
feeling tired but happy as we head into the final stretch. Unfortunately, there are lots of
bugs and illnesses going around at the moment, so please take care and stay safe and
healthy. We are also delighted to welcome Ms Lathem back as she begins her phased return
to work. Just one more exciting week to go!

Brenda McCafferty

Headteacher

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever

This Week in Photos

Please have a look at the week in photos.

































Gold Book

The children have all worked very hard this week, but the following children's work has been
celebrated this week in Gold Book Assembly. Well done to all these children.

1. Ascia for working hard in maths and sharing her knowledge of 3D shapes
2. Arjun for working super hard on his instruction writing.

Play Expert: Manuel for playing fabulous games with his friends and for following the
playground rules.

1. Louis for being so helpful in class and trying really hard in his writing and reading.
keep up the amazing effort.

2. Aryan for doing amazing reading and phonics in class. for joining in and sharing ideas
and for trying so hard to be a good role model.



Play Expert: Leela for being an amazing friend and organising lovely games to play with her
friends.

1. Alfie for great work in RE discussing Hannukah and creating a lovely menorah and
candles using card.

2. Petru for writing a fantastic set of instructions. he numbered the steps an used
imperative verbs to tell someone how to look after a baby beast.

Play Expert: Olivia for always following the Golden Rules and Always playing nicely with her
friends.

1. Kayla for learning her lines very well and speaking so clearly and confidently in the
show.

2. Theodore for his amazing projects on the African Safari.

Play Expert: Noah for being so sensible outside and for always checking up on his friends to
make sure they are ok.



1. Hugo for his super Safari jeep. He used his growth Mindset whilst overcoming
challenges.

2. Dua for her fantastic Safari jeep. She added a windscreen and a spare wheel, in case
of potholes.

Play Expert: Abdullah for being a great friend and following the playground rules.

1. Charlotte for her great work in maths. She has been solving mixed addition and
subtraction problems.

2. Idris S. for his great work in English. He has worked hard on his spellings and forming
all his letters correctly.

Play Expert: Michael for following the playground rule and being a good friend.
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Message from the Junior School PA:
Dear Parents,

We know this time of year brings lots of commitments, so thank you for all the support you
already give. We'd like to ask one more favour: please buy tickets to join us for our Winter
Fair.

The marquee is up, and the PA has put huge effort into creating a fun, festive day for
everyone, with marshmallow-roasting, meeting Santa, games, food and drink, seasonal
shops, and much more. Your tickets help provide vital financial support for the school and
make the event a success. Please buy tickets here:

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/event/winter-fair-2025-brookland-junior-school

And don't forget to buy raffle tickets too - more than £3000 of prizes including meals at top
restaurants and hotels, the chance to be Headteacher for the Day, sports training with Mr A
and much, much more.

We hope to see you there!

Brookland Junior PA


https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/event/winter-fair-2025-brookland-junior-school

Year 1 zoom visit with explorer

The children in Year 1 were so excited to be talking to a real-life explorer called Tania Aebi on
Tuesday afternoon via zoom. Tania Aebi is an American sailor. She completed a

solo circumnavigation of the globe in a 26-foot sailboat between the ages of 18 and 21,
making her the first American woman and the youngest person (at the time) to sail around
the world. This really brought their topic ‘Let’s explore’ to life and the work produced has
been wonderful.

Year 1 Swimming - Spring Term

We’re excited to let you know that after the Spring break, it will be Year 1’s turn to go
swimming every Tuesday morning, starting Tuesday 13th January 2026. The children always
enjoy these sessions, and it’s a wonderful chance for them to grow in confidence in the
water.

Class Swimming Times:


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sailor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumnavigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laura_Dekker

e Elephants: 9:00-10:00
e Bears: 10:00-11:00
¢ Penguins: 11:00-12:00

We kindly ask that you make the voluntary swimming contribution on Arbor. The cost is £60,
or £40 for children in receipt of Pupil Premium. Under the student’s account there is a new
tab: Swimming, top up the account with the required amount, click pay now.

To make these sessions run smoothly, we’ll need 3—4 parent volunteers each week to
support the children with getting changed. All volunteers will require a Valid DBS. If you
completed a DBS check when your child was in Reception, it will still be valid for this year.

Y2 Christmas Performance




There are countless moments when | feel proud of our children, but this week, on Tuesday
afternoon and Thursday morning, our Year 2 children made me especially proud. Their
Christmas show performances were truly wonderful. They sang beautifully, acted with
confidence and flair, and spoke so clearly. Most importantly, it was evident just how much
they were enjoying themselves.

Thank you to Mrs Trup for bringing out such high-quality performances in every child, and of
course to our wonderful Year 2 staff for their hard work, creativity and dedication.

Christmas Singing

The children in Reception and Year 1 are working hard to learn their songs for their special
performances for parents and carers. Year 1 will be singing in the hall on Monday 15th
December, and Reception will perform on Tuesday 16th December, both at 2.30 p.m. We
warmly welcome all parents and carers to come along and enjoy the performances.

Next week will be Dinner Menu 3!

Amazing Brookland Community

We are so proud of our children for their wonderful achievements both in and out of school.
This week, Joey from the Giraffe class had the unforgettable experience of being a mascot at



the Spurs vs. Slavia Prague match, a truly exciting moment for him and his family. Emily from
the Bear class shone on national television, appearing on 'Blue Peter' to sing about

Chanukkah (https://photos.app.goo.gl/i6mCEWn9ftdwykts9). And congratulations to Rafa in
Giraffe class for winning Sports Personality of the Year for his tennis, his trophy was nearly as

tall as he is! These wonderful accomplishments highlight the talent, enthusiasm, and spirit
that make our school community so special.
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Olive Dining Spring Menu

Please see below the new dinner menu for the Spring term, it is also uploaded on the
website.


https://photos.app.goo.gl/j6mCEWn9ftdwykts9
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Brooklands Primary School
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Thank you

We have received a lovely thank you letter after Year 2's participation in the Barnet Infant
Music Festival. Well done Year 2!



Ly e, jjizeaT

Brenda McCafferty
Brookland Infant School
cc. Alison Trup

7™ December 2025

Dear Ms McCafferty
1 am writing to congratulate you on your school's contribution to this year's Infant Music Festivals.

Nearly 3,000 children from 53 Barnet primary schools took part in this year's season of singing,
dancing, playing, craft and The culmi events were 17 festivals, led by
us and hosted by partner schools from every part of the borough of Barnet. At BEAT these festivals
are a highlight of the year because of the joy, excitement and creativity that Key Stage One children
bring with them when they come together to share.

The Brookland children were a credit to your school at the festival they attended at Danegrove
Primary Schoal. They were clearly very well prepared with all of the festival materials and they sang
and behaved beautifully on the day. Your Year 2 children were fantastic throughout the festival, and
their performance of Start The Day In A Brilliant Way was great, with absolutely lovely, rounded,
tuneful vocals and big smiles. The ists made a really good contril t00

Please convey my thanks and congratulations to Alison Trup and to the other colleagues and helpers
who prepared the children and looked after them on the day. | would alsa like to thank you for your
support; these festivals can only flourish when schools are willing to work in partnership with us

The feedback that we receive from the children and adults involved highlights time and time again
the powerful contribution the expressive arts can make towards our children’s learning,
development and social and emational well-being. In taking part, you not only gave your own
children this opportunity, but also helped to make it possible for other Barnet primary schools,
building and strengthening our communities across the borough.

1 do hope that everyone had a good experience at the festival, and | look forward to Brookland Infant
School’s involvement in future events with BEAT.

With thanks and best wishes
i for the 2023 Infant Music Festivals

music&dran
education awards 2025
FIN IST

Ros Savournin
Director of Learning and Participation, Barnet Education Arts Trust

ournin@beatrust org.uk (Excellence in Primary/Early Years)

i funding by
ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

Class Parties and Pantomime

We know all the exciting experiences planned the last week of term can be overwhelming
for some children. Please see below a social stories which hopefully will help the children.

& What will happen on Christmas Party Day and Pantomime &

Soon it will be Christmas Party Day at school. This is a special day, and some things will be a
little different. It is okay if | feel excited, unsure, or need extra help.

In the Morning
e When | come to school, | can wear a festive jumper if | want to.
e My jumper might feel different from my usual clothes. That is okay.
e Other children and teachers might wear festive jumpers too.

The Classroom

e Inthe morning, we will follow our usual routines and | can also check on the

timetable what will be happening (we will still have time to play, learn, and follow
our routines).



e There might be decorations, music, or people feeling excited.

e If | need a quiet moment, | can ask an adult and use a calm space.
The Christmas Party

e We might have party games, dancing, or special snacks.

e |canjoinin if | want to.

e If | don’t want to join something, | can watch, take a break, or ask for help.
The Pantomime (Afternoon)

* Inthe afternoon, we will go to the pantomime in the hall.

e A pantomime is a fun show with acting, singing, and sometimes silly jokes.

It might be loud. There might be clapping, cheering, or music.

If the noise feels too loud, | can use:
- ear defenders
- my hands over my ears

- aquiet space with an adult

It is okay if | need a break.
Feeling Safe
e Teachers and adults will be there to help me.
e | cantell an adult how I feel.
e |t is okay to enjoy the day in my own way.
Going Home
e At the end of the day, | will go home as usual.

* | might feel tired, excited, or ready for quiet time. All feelings are okay.

Lost Property

We seem to have a lot of lost property again. We will be putting it outside on Monday and
Tuesday next week in the top playground in the wooden hut for you to look through if you
are missing any items.



Lettings

School Hall Available for Hire

Looking for the perfect venue for your next event? Our versatile school hall is available to
hire for community events, fitness classes, performances, meetings, private functions and

more.

Featuring ample space, lots of natural light and on-site parking, it’s an ideal setting for
gatherings.

Enquire today to check availability and secure your date!
To Book:

e Email schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk for a booking form and letting

guidelines
e Check your requested date is available and wait for us to confirm if it is free to book.

e Complete the forms once a date has been selected as soon as possible so you do not
miss out. You will be sent an invoice with the costs and what is to be paid.

e Costs: £50 deposit to secure the date, £148 to be paid 3 weeks before your event.
Total Cost: £198

* Please note: The hall booking times for the weekend are 10:30am-1:30pm only.


mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk

Thank you

We would like to say a big thank you to the Giraffe class, who on behalf of the PA organised
all the tasty donuts that arrived today for all the children to celebrate Hannukah.

Attendance Data

IMPRESSIVE
YEAR

7 SCHOOL DAYS OFF EACH . NEARLY THERE

11 SCHOOL DAYS OFF EACH NEEDS TO IMPROVE
YEAR

20 SCHOOL DAYS OFF EACH SERIOUS CONCERNS
YEAR e

30 SCHOOL DAYS OFF EACH
YEAR

38 SCHOOL DAYS OFF EACH
YEAR

RISK OF PROSECUTION

can b

Attendance for week beginning 8th December 2025

Overall attendance for the school was 94.31%

Reception Attendance

Turtle class: 91.6%% Dolphin class: 95% Panda class: 96.15%%

Key Stage 1 Attendance



Bear class: 98.65% Elephant class: 90.97% Penguin class: 99.65%
Giraffe class: 95% Hedgehog class: 98.65% Owl class: 93.12%
Well done to the Panda Class for the highest attendance this week in EYFS.

Well done to the Penguin Class for the highest attendance this week in KS1.

Brookland Values




PA Cake Sale: Hedgehogs

A big well done to Hedgehog Class for raising an amazing £600 from your cake sale! Your
hard work, teamwork, and delicious bakes have made a fantastic difference. Thank you for

your enthusiasm and community spirit. @ i’%

Unclaimed Raffle Prizes

Only 11 out of 29 raffle winners have collected their prize so far from Fireworks Night last
month.

If you have not yet claimed your prize, please contact the Brookland Infant PA:
brooklandinfantschoolpa@gmail.com

Nut-Free School (this also includes after school clubs)

We would like to remind all parents and carers that our school is strictly nut free in order to
keep children with severe nut allergies safe. This includes items such as nuts, cashew nuts,


mailto:brooklandinfantschoolpa@gmail.com

hazelnuts, pistachios, peanut puffs, hazelnut spread biscuits or dip pots, and other products
containing nuts, including pesto, Nutella and Bamba snacks.

While nut allergies are not airborne, there is a significant risk from traces left on hands, play
equipment, or classroom surfaces, which could cause a serious reaction in children with
allergies.

We also kindly ask that no nuts or nut-containing items are brought onto the school site at
any time, including at pick-up. We have recently noticed children with nuts as a snack to be
consumed during their afterschool club activities.

Thank you for your continued support and understanding in helping us keep every child safe.

Notice Regarding School Gates

AR

FOR SAFETY REASONS
PLEASE DO NOT PROP THE GATE
OPEN!

Infant Main Gate Opening Times:

¢ Nursery: Opens from 2:55pm for 3:00pm collection

(by buzzer only)
* Reception, Year 1 and 2: Gate is open from 3:00pm

Reminder: Between 9:00am -3:00pm, there is no access for Nursery or Infant parents to walk

across the Juniors Playground.

We hope everyone has a lovely weekend.

Dates for Your Diary

December

Tuesday 9th  Year 2 Swimming has finished for the term
Monday 15th  9.00 a.m. Y1 Let Your Child Explain (in class)
Monday 15th ~ 2.30 p.m. Y1 Christmas singing

Tuesday 16th ~ 9.00 a.m. Y2 Let Your Child Explain (in class)
Tuesday 16th 2.30 p.m. Reception Christmas singing

Wednesday 17th  Staff singing Christmas Carols to the children



Wednesday 17th  Christmas lunch for all children (information only)

Thursday 18th Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day - Children can come to school
dressed in a festive jumper

Thursday 18th  Festive parties in class (am)

Thursday 18th  Globe theatre in (pm)

Friday 19th Christmas singing with the Juniors

Friday 19th 1.30 p.m. finish for all children School Term ends

Friday 19th NO JELLY BEANS CLUB THIS DAY

Contact Us

General Office Enquiries: office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net

Attendance Reporting: schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk

Phone: 020 8346 6824

Website: www.brooklandinfant.co.uk



mailto:office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
https://www.brooklandinfant.co.uk/
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