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Message from Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 



This week in school, the children learned all about Anti-Bullying Week during assembly. We 

talked about how important it is to speak up if someone is being unkind, not just if it 

happens to us, but also if we see it happening to someone else. The children shared some 

lovely ideas about kindness and looking after each other.  

On Tuesday, each YR, Y1 and Y2 class also took part in a minute’s silence to mark 

Remembrance Day, showing great respect and understanding. In assembly, we talked about 

why we remember this day, using child-friendly language to help the children understand its 

importance.  

Year 2's workshop also took place this week as part of their 'Sensational Safari' unit. Each 

class had a session learning and playing on the African Drums, along with other instruments 

and singing. Photos can be seen below of the sessions through the day.  

I hope everyone has been able to sign up for a parent teacher consultation slot. If not please 

log onto Arbor to do this or speak to the office as they can book it in for you as well. 

Brenda McCafferty 

Headteacher 

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 

This Week in Photos 

Please have a look at the week in photos. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Gold Book 

The children have all worked very hard this week, but the following children's work has been 

celebrated this week in Gold Book Assembly. Well done to all these children. 



 

1. Amira, for your incredible work in Maths with subtraction. 

2. Rex for your fantastic listening and participation in all lessons. 

• Play Expert: Milan, for being a supportive and patient friend 

 

1. Romeo, for trying so hard this week in his learning to challenge himself - even when 

feeling tired! And for following the rules and not being distracted. Well Done! 

2. Alayna, for always being a superstar and setting a great example. Also for speaking 

up for herself and resolving a disagreement sensibly. Great work! 

• Play Expert: Liliana for always following the playground rules and playing nicely with 

her friends. 



 

1. Alona for always following golden rules and putting effort into her school work. 

2. Samuel, for actively participating in class discussions and sharing his ideas with the 

class. 

• Play Expert: Amal, for always following the playground rules  and playing nice games 

with her friends. 

 

1. Ira, for always challenging herself in Maths and helping others too. 

2. Ethan, for always focusing whatever he is doing and working to the best of his ability. 

• Play Expert: Leila, for playing with her friends so nicely and being kind and gentle 

with others. 



 

1. Isabella, for her wonderful retelling of the Bojabi Tree. Isabella used story language 

and was super confident. 

2. Della, for trying so hard in her retelling of the story of the Bojabi Tree. 

• Play Expert: Toby, for being a kind friend and always following the playground rules. 

 

1. Jude, for his amazing work in our African drumming workshop. He worked hard and 

showed good listening while playing the drum. 

2. Michael, for his great work in English. He did a wonderful job of retelling the magic 

Bojabi Tree and drawing a story map. 

• Play Expert:  Deniz, for following the golden rules. 

Child's Voice Meeting 

Last week, during our Y1 and Y2 Child’s Voice meeting, children from both year groups mixed 

together into new groups to share their thoughts on a chosen topic about school life. This is 



something we do every half term. This time the topic was self-regulation and calming spaces 

in the school. The discussion focused on how children manage their emotions and where 

they go when they need time to calm down. We were very impressed with the answers 

children gave. Many children said they currently use the book corner or home corner, while 

others mentioned places like the playground bench, under a tree, or even the toilet when 

they need quiet time. When feeling overwhelmed, children described emotions such as 

anger, sadness, and loneliness, and physical reactions like headaches or fast breathing. 

Almost all agreed that having a dedicated calming spot in class would help them feel more 

comfortable, able to think clearly, and better regulated. Their ideas for what to include in 

this space were thoughtful and creative. Their suggestions included soft cushions, blankets, 

fidget toys, calming pictures, music, and soft lighting , showing how much importance they 

place on feeling safe, calm, and supported in their learning environment. As a school we are 

now looking to see how we can implement all the suggestions in the classrooms.  

Reporting Absences Due to Illness 

If your child is unwell, please make sure to let us know the reason when you phone or email 

the school, rather than just saying that your child is “unwell.” This helps us record absences 

accurately in our register and monitor any illnesses that may be going around. If your child 

has something contagious, such as hand, foot and mouth disease or chickenpox, please let 

us know so we can inform other parents if needed and take appropriate measures to keep 

everyone healthy. Thank you. 

Next week will be Dinner Menu 2! 

Fireworks Night and Prize List 

I wanted to say a huge well done and thank you to the PA who organised such a successful 

Fireworks Night last Saturday. It was so lovely seeing so many smiles whilst watching the sky 

light up. Someone told me on their way out that they love this event as it symbolises how 

amazing the Brookland community is. Every year I am so grateful and in awe how volunteers 

can organise such an amazing event for 1,000 people. Thank you to everyone who gave up 

their time to come and help out.  



 

Anti-Bullying Week 

 

This week the children have come together to participate in a variety of activities centred 

around promoting kindness, understanding, and empathy. In alignment with our Brookland 

Values of Friendship, Respect, and Responsibility, we spoke to the children about the 

importance of creating a safe and inclusive environment for all. 

Throughout the week, your children have taken part in different activities, such as wearing 

odd socks on Monday. Tuesday was Act of Kindness Day, Wednesday was Focus on a New 

Friend Day. On Thursday it was Together as a Team Day and today it was Share a Smile Day. 

We know it is important to ensure we develop a culture of compassion and acceptance. Your 



support in reinforcing these positive values at home will undoubtedly help foster a school 

community where every child feels valued and respected. 

Book Fair 

 

Inclusion Day 

 

'We are all different, we are all unique' 

 On Tuesday, we will be celebrating our first Inclusion Day of the year! The theme, 'We are 

all different, we are all unique,' will be introduced through the colourful story of Elmer by 

David McKee. This special day is all about recognising and celebrating what makes each of us 



unique — whether that’s wearing glasses, using different ways to communicate, being great 

at singing or dancing, or expressing our feelings in our own way. Our differences make us 

who we are, and they make our friendships stronger and more special. Inclusion Day is a 

time to celebrate that everyone belongs and that being different is something to be proud 

of! 

Addictive Technology and the Family Environment 

 

Following on from the workshop we had last year from Nova Eden regarding "Smartphone 

Free Childhood", we are very happy to host another parent/carer drop in session led by 

Louisa Rose, award winning CEO of youth mental health charity Beyond. She will talk about 

screen addiction and the use of screens in schools. The meeting is open for parents and 

carers from the Infant and Junior school. We really hope to see lots of parents and carers 

there. 



Free Child Car Seat Checks 

 

Children in Need 

 

It was lovely to see so many children take part  in the very worthy Children in Need charity 

event today. Everyone looked fantastic in their lovely spotty clothes. Thanks to your 

generosity, we raised £157.50 for Children in Need! 



Lettings 

 

School Hall Available for Hire 

Looking for the perfect venue for your next event? Our versatile school hall is available to 

hire for community events, fitness classes, performances, meetings, private functions and 

more. 

Featuring ample space, lots of natural light and on-site parking, it’s an ideal setting for 

gatherings.  

Enquire today to check availability and secure your date! 

To Book: 

• Email schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk for a booking form and letting 

guidelines 

• Check your requested date is available and wait for us to confirm if it is free to book. 

• Complete the forms once a date has been selected as soon as possible so you do not 

miss out. You will be sent an invoice with the costs and what is to be paid.  

• Costs: £50 deposit to secure the date, £148 to be paid 3 weeks before your event. 

Total Cost: £198 

• Please note: The hall booking times for the weekend are 10:30am-1:30pm only. 

Swimming Payments 

Thank you  to all the Y2 parents and carers who have already made their swimming 

contributions for this year. 

We unfortunately still have 21 outstanding payments, and as school budgets are very tight, 

these contributions are essential in helping us cover the costs of the swimming sessions. We 

mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk


do not want to get to a point where we won’t be able to afford to offer this opportunity for 

our children.  

If you haven’t yet paid, please log onto Arbor and go to 'activities' and click on 'trips open to 

your child'. There you will find swimming for Year 2 - Autumn term 2025 and when you click 

on there it will take you to another page where in the top right hand corner there will be  a 

green box saying 'sign up for trip' and when you click this it will give you the option to make 

your payment. 

 Thank you so much. 

Parking  

We have had a complaint from a local resident about a car blocking their drive at home time 

last week. Please can I ask that parents and carers be mindful and to park legally and safely 

when picking up and dropping off. Thank you. 

Attendance Data 

 

Attendance for week beginning 10th November 2025 

Overall attendance for the school was 96.53% 

Reception Attendance 

Turtle class: 87.90%          Dolphin class: 100%               Panda class: 98.08% 

Key Stage 1 Attendance 

Bear class: 96.31%              Elephant class: 92.22%              Penguin class: 98.99% 

Giraffe class: 99.64%           Hedgehog class: 99.66%                 Owl class: 99.54% 

Well done to the Dolphin Class for the highest attendance this week in EYFS. 

Well done to the Hedgehog Class for the highest attendance this week in KS1. 



Brookland Values 
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Nut-Free School (this also includes after school clubs) 

 

We would like to remind all parents and carers that our school is strictly nut free in order to 

keep children with severe nut allergies safe. This includes items such as nuts, cashew nuts, 

hazelnuts, pistachios, peanut puffs, hazelnut spread biscuits or dip pots, and other products 

containing nuts, including pesto, Nutella and Bamba snacks. 

While nut allergies are not airborne, there is a significant risk from traces left on hands, play 

equipment, or classroom surfaces, which could cause a serious reaction in children with 

allergies. 

We also kindly ask that no nuts or nut-containing items are brought onto the school site at 

any time, including at pick-up. We have recently noticed children with nuts as a snack to be 

consumed during their afterschool club activities. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding in helping us keep every child safe. 

Notice Regarding School Gates 

 



Reminder: Between 9:00am -3:00pm, there is no access for Nursery or Infant parents to walk 

across the Juniors Playground. 

We hope everyone has a lovely weekend. 

Dates for Your Diary 

November                                                   

Monday 17th    4.00-7.00 p.m. Parent/Teacher Consultations 

Tuesday 18th    Inclusion Day (It’s good to be me) (information only) 

Tuesday 18th     Governing Body meeting (information only) 

Thursday 20th   4.00-7.00 p.m. Parent/Teacher Consultations                         

Friday 21st         9.00 a.m.     SEND coffee and chat 

Monday 24th     9.15 a.m.      Y2 Performance Assembly 

Tuesday 25th     9.00 a.m.  Chatty children workshop for parents and carers 

Tuesday 25th     4.00-7.00 p.m. Bear class Parent/Teacher Consultations 

Thursday 27th   4.00-7.00 p.m. Bear class Parent/Teacher Consultations 

Friday 28th        3.15 p.m.     PA Cake Sale 

December 

Monday 1st        9.00 a.m. parent workshop on addictive technology and the family 

environment 

Tuesday 2nd       Nasal flu vaccinations for Reception, Y1 and Y2 (catch up session) 

Wednesday 3rd    9.00 a.m. Maths workshop for parents and carers 

Friday 5th           FS Special books to go home for the weekend 

Tuesday 9th        9.00 a.m.         SEND coffee and chat 

Tuesday 9th        2.00 p.m.         Y2 Christmas show 

Thursday 11th     9.30 a.m.         Y2 Christmas show 

Friday 12th         Christmas Jumper Day - Children can come to school dressed in a festive 

jumper 

Friday 12th         Festive parties in class                                    



Monday 15th      9.00 a.m.         Y1 Let Your Child Explain (in class) 

Monday 15th       2.30 p.m.         Y1 Christmas singing 

Tuesday 16th       9.00 a.m.         Y2 Let Your Child Explain (in class) 

Tuesday 16th       2.30 p.m.         Reception Christmas singing  

Wednesday 17th    Christmas lunch for all children (information only) 

Thursday 18th     Globe theatre in                                   

Friday 19th         Christmas singing with the Juniors                              

Friday 19th         1.30 p.m finish for all pupils.         School Term ends 

Contact Us 

General Office Enquiries: office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net  

Attendance Reporting: schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk 

Phone: 020 8346 6824 

Website: www.brooklandinfant.co.uk 

mailto:office@brooklandinf.barnetmail.net
mailto:schooladmin@brooklandinf.barnet.sch.uk
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