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Welcome to Reception 

  
Starting school is major step in your child’s life and we aim to ensure that all children settle 
into school routines as quickly and as happily as possible. We want children to feel secure 
and confident and to develop their talents and skills in many different directions, learning 
alongside their friends in a supportive environment. Settling the children in to their new class 
and routines is our main focus during the first half term. We also want to work closely with you 
and build strong, respectful partnerships with you as parents. The following booklet outlines 
the learning in Reception. 
 

Curriculum Intent:  
We aim for children to be confident, independent learners. We want them to believe in their 
unique self and we recognise that all children develop at different rates. We offer a language 
rich curriculum that ignites children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. This builds their 
capacity to learn to form relationships, interact positively with others and thrive. We 
understand that play is central to a child’s learning and this is at the heart of our Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum. We want our children to be happy and develop a lifelong 
love of learning! 
 
We are:  
Child Centred 

• Well-rounded, kind and happy individuals who are curious and creative and become 
ready to succeed in an ever-changing world. 

 
Our Environment (indoor and out) 

• Stimulating, exciting, safe, challenging, hands on, memorable experiences, purposeful 
and meaningful activities based on children’s interests. 

 
Parent Partnership 

• Warm, positive and supportive partnership by working collaboratively with 
parents/carers. 

 
During their time here at Brookland Infant and Nursery School we want our children to develop 
the following basic skills: 

• To speak clearly and convey ideas confidently. 
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• To read fluently and develop a love for reading. 
• To communicate ideas in writing efficiently and effectively. 
• To calculate efficiently and apply skills to solve problems. 
• To use new technologies confidently and purposefully. 

  
We want our children to be literate, numerate and technologically capable, but we also want 
our children to be able to think for themselves. Therefore, our curriculum is driven by 4 
principles that we believe will support our children to become successful life-long learners.   
 

Our 4 curriculum principles: 

• Creative: How the children express themselves. 

• Ambitious: How the children demonstrate positive learning behaviours 

• Curious: What the children learn and how it links to their understanding of their place 
in the world. 

• Healthy: How the children ensure they are ready to learn. 
 
 
Curriculum Implementation: 
We plan a range of learning experiences to help children develop in all areas of learning. We 
encourage and promote opportunities to allow children to express the characteristics of 
effective learning in their play. 
 
Our provision for learning is linked directly to children's interests and curiosity. This provision 
supports the development of the skills they need to work towards the Early Learning Goals at 
the end of their Reception year at school.  
 
Feeling safe and secure is crucial to each child's learning.  At Brookland Infant and Nursery 
School we support each child through the allocation of a 'Key Person' who will build positive 
relationships with each parent and their child. 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years’ providers 
must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It 
promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the 
broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress 
through school and life. 

There are seven areas of learning and development in the early year’s curriculum. All areas 
of learning and development are important and inter-connected. 

There are the 3 prime areas:  

• communication and language  

• physical development  

• personal, social and emotional development 

The specific areas are:  

• literacy  

• mathematics  

• understanding the world  

• expressive arts and design 
 

There are also three characteristics of effective teaching and learning. They are: 

• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 
and enjoy achievements  

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make 
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links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 
 
Alongside the Statutory Framework for the Early Years, we use Development Matters to 
support us plan and deliver an effective early year’s curriculum, building on the strengths and 
meeting the needs of the children we work with. Links to both these documents are on our 
website.  

 
Prime areas: 
 

• Communication and Language  
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and 
development. All activities within the classroom facilitate speaking and listening. Every 
classroom has a role-play area and the children have the opportunity to work and play in 
partners, in small groups and as a whole class, thereby developing their abilities to listen to 
others and speak to others. During a day in school, there are many situations in which 
children can talk to each other, respond to adults, practise and extend their vocabulary. They 
are provided with opportunities to listen carefully, re-tell stories, and use talk to organise their 
thoughts or sequence events. 
 

• Physical Development 
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, 
healthy and active lives and to promote a sense of well-being. Our provision in Reception is 
focussed upon providing a range of gross and fine motor experiences through play both 
indoors and outdoors. Children are given time to explore, experiment, practise and refine 
movements and actions such as play with bikes, scooters, running, climbing on apparatus, or 
building with bricks, small world play, painting, threading, tracing drawing, puzzles, arts and 
crafts and the practise of using scissors, pens, pencils.  Repeated and varied opportunities 
allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. Only when children have 
established fine motor control and gross motor control can they embark upon developing 
handwriting skills. The children have a weekly indoor PE session. We are very lucky that there 
is a swimming pool on school site and during the summer term Reception children will have a 
weekly swimming lesson led by a fully trained swim coach.  
  

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
We strive to strengthen and promote children's confidence and self-esteem, making them 
feel at ease when establishing new relationships and experiencing new situations. We will 
build their confidence in their own abilities so that they become successful learners 
throughout life. Many of the activities in school are based on developing social skills of 
cooperation, sharing, turn taking, listening and conversing. These activities require the 
children to pay attention and to persevere, both on their own and in small groups. 
Throughout the day at school, many situations and activities offer children the opportunity to 
allow them to develop their confidence and self-esteem whist developing an understanding 
and empathy for the feelings and needs of others.  
 
We refer regularly to our whole school values (See Appendix 1) and teach the children to 
follow the Golden Rules everyday (see Appendix 2).  
 
Specific areas: 

• Literacy (Reading and Writing) 
We know that it is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists 
of two dimensions: comprehension and word reading.  Children start learning to read from a 
very early age; recognising signs, pictures and print in the environment all around them. 
Therefore we provide lots of opportunities for the children to explore books (fiction and non-
fiction) and to see lots of different types of print around the learning environment and to talk 
and comment about what they see. The children will start predicting the contents from the 
cover, title and illustrations. Illustrations play an important part in early reading. They give 
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clues to the reader about the storyline and the text, they provide information about the setting, 
share an insight into the characters and support retelling in the correct order. The use of 
repetitive text in early reading is vital as this will develop confidence in the reader; enabling 
them to join in with the storyteller and develop comprehension skills. Through daily story times, 
specific reading practise sessions with the class teacher, access to high quality books in the 
classroom and school library, we provide lots of opportunities for children to listen to and 
engage with a variety of books, poems and rhymes.  
 
The other dimension is word reading. Learning the sounds of the alphabet or ‘phonics’ is an 
important early reading skill. To be able to read, children need to be taught an efficient strategy 
to decode words. That strategy is phonics. It is essential that children are actively taught and 
supported to use phonics as the only approach to decoding. To ensure this, we follow the Little 
Wandle Revised Letters & Sounds programme.  
 
The progression in this programme has been organised so that children are taught from the 
simple to more complex Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPCs) - linking sound/s to 
letter/s, as well as taking into account the frequency of their occurrence in the most commonly 
encountered words. All the graphemes taught are practised in words, sentences, and in fully 
decodable books. Children review and revise GPCs and words, daily, weekly and across terms 
and years, in order to move this knowledge into their long term memory. Children need to 
learn to read as quickly as reasonably possible, so they can move from learning to read to 
reading to learn. Our expectations of progression are aspirational yet achievable. In Reception 
phonics is taught daily and followed during reading practice sessions with the class teacher.  
 
Please see Appendix 3 for the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 2021: Programme 
progression for Reception and Year One. 
 
In the early stages of writing children need to develop control in mark making. Through 
scribbling, which they enjoy immensely, they learn how to make these marks by pushing and 
pulling with various graphic tools. In this way, children will develop their ability to form straight 
and curved marks that they will use in writing. Children have the opportunity to build up their 
knowledge about writing materials of different kinds, including pens, pencils and crayons and 
differing textures of paper when using the writing tables. When children understand that people 
make marks to communicate information and ideas they will start to recognise some letters of 
the alphabet, particularly those that related to themselves or their family names. They learn to 
link sounds to letters and name letters and then attempt writing independently for different 
purposes, including labels, greeting cards, letters, shopping lists, and notices etc. Initially we 
focus on supporting the children to write their name. It is only when children can confidently 
make both straight and curving lines that they can be taught to start letters in the right place 
and to form them with the correct formation.  We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
formation phrases with the children to support this. 
 
Please see Appendix 4 for the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 2021: Grapheme 
Information Sheet.  
 

• Mathematics 
We know that developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop 
the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count 
confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between 
them and the patterns within those numbers. Mathematical development also includes sorting, 
matching, pattern identification, understanding shapes, space and measures. 
Early maths skills such as problem solving, subitising (when you are able to look at a small 

group of objects and realise how many there are without counting), reasoning, doubling, 
estimating and a sense of number is at the heart of what we do in Reception. We aim to ensure 
that all  children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and 
relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and friends about what they notice 
and not to be afraid to make mistakes as this is the best way to learn. 



Brookland Infant and Nursery School             Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 
 

5 
 

Therefore we provide frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding 
– such as using lots of practical equipment, including real life objects and tens frames for 
organising counting – children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from 
which mastery of mathematics is built. 
In Reception the Maths curriculum is delivered using the White Rose framework to ensure 
coverage and progression. Practical activities underpin all the children's developing skills. 
Children will develop an understanding of number, this means being able to recognise number 
symbols, to count reliably, make simple calculations involving both addition and subtraction, 
and being able to use their knowledge in practical situations and in their heads (mental maths). 
They will also develop an understanding of mathematical language such as tall, short, above, 
below, heavier, lighter, wider, narrower, etc. There will also be opportunities for them to 
experiment with measurement, pattern, shape and space. At all times children are encouraged 
to think logically and to plan sequentially. In the course of the year, they will learn how to 
record their work in the conventional way. Children’s mathematical development and 
understanding is also enhanced through stories, songs, games and imaginative play. 

 
• Understanding the World  

This area of the curriculum forms the foundation for later work that the children will undertake 
in Science, ICT, Design Technology, History, Geography and Religious Education when the 
move on into Key Stage One. It gives them the tools they need to understand and make sense 
of the physical world around them and their community.  The three strands are: 

• People, Culture and Communities: Beliefs and cultures, celebrations. A focus on 
cultural understanding. 

• The Natural World: Asking questions, exploring and investigating. Looking at 
similarities and differences, pattern and change. 

• Past and Present - History e.g. own story, their family. More of focus on the past. 
The range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the 
world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members 
of society such as police officers, nurses and fire-fighters.  Planned activities within this area 
of the curriculum are often based on first-hand experience and encourage the children to 
explore and observe, to solve problems and make predictions, to develop logical and critical 
thinking and become able to make decisions and enter into discussions. We are constantly 
looking for opportunities to enriching and widening children’s vocabulary that will support their 
reading comprehension skills. 
 

• Expressive Arts and Design 
This area of learning is all about the children ‘creating with materials’ and ‘being imaginative 
and expressive’ and we know that creativity is a fundamental building block to successful 
learning. We provide a stimulating environment and a wide range of activities and materials, 
which allows children to respond using their senses, and encourage them to be free to express 
their emotions. We nurture children's appreciation and enjoyment of music and art through 
providing opportunities for children to express themselves creatively through music, dance, 
singing, role play, art and craft activities and imaginative play. These are planned for and are 
part of our continuous provision. 
 

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
 

“A rich and varied environment supports children’s learning and development. It gives them 
the confidence to explore and learn in secure and safe, yet challenging, indoor and outdoor 

spaces.” 
We create an attractive, welcoming and stimulating learning environment which will encourage 
children to explore, investigate and learn through first-hand experience. We also aim to make 
it a place where children feel secure and confident, and are challenged to develop their 
independence. 
Activities are planned for both the inside and outside. The learning environment is divided into 
a variety of different areas. These areas are carefully arranged to encourage quiet areas and 
more active areas within the learning environment. 
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Children are encouraged to become independent learners and to take some responsibility for 
initiating their own lines of enquiry and investigation. 
 

HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING IN RECEPTION 
 
You will receive a weekly newsletter what the children will be learning the following week so 
you can support your child with their learning at home and talk to them about what they have 
been doing at school. 
Please read with your child every day. This is the single most important thing you can do to 
support them. They will bring home books, chosen by their teacher, for them to read to you, 
but will also bring home books from our library for you to share. You will also be able to access 
Bug Club using your child’s login details where your child will be able to read book at an 
appropriate stage set by your child’s class teacher. Your child’s Special Book will also be sent 
home once every half term. This is a fantastic opportunity for your children to talk about their 
learning with you and for you to be able to celebrate all that they have been learning about at 
school. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Assessment is about noticing what children can do and what they know and what they need 
to do next. It is a crucial part of the teaching and learning process.  

• Formative assessment: This type of assessment informs everyday planning and is 
based on on-going observational assessments of each child’s achievements, interests 
and learning styles and includes specific ‘spotlighting’ of children each week. 
Formative assessment may take the form of anecdotal observations, focused 
observations, assessment on entry, Learning Stories, annotated examples of work, 
photographs, and information from parents. This evidence is gathered together and 
put into an individual ‘Special book’. Each child in the Foundation Stage has a termly 
milestone assessment.  

• Summative assessment 
The termly milestone assessment summarises all of the formative assessments 
undertaken and summarises children’s progress towards the early learning goals. All 
practitioners in Foundation Stage contribute to this process. The foundation leader 
monitors teaching and learning across the Foundation Stage and analyses EYFS data 
with the Head teacher, Deputy Head teacher, class teachers and Inclusion leader 
every term through pupil progress meetings. 

 
Occasionally there are children who do not make expected progress and who are struggling 
with their learning. Should this be the case, we will talk to you at an early stage about our 
specific concerns, discuss what additional support we can offer in school and how you can 
support them effectively at home. We also have teacher-parent consultations. The first one 
will be in the second half of the autumn term and there is also one in the spring term which 
will follow your child’s spotlight week. This will be a time to discuss your child on a one to one 
basis with the class teacher. 
 

RECEPTION BASELINE ASSESSMENT 
 

The Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) is a statutory assessment, taken in the first six 
weeks in which your child starts reception. It is a short, interactive and practical assessment 
of your child’s early literacy, communication, language and math skills when they begin school. 
Please be reassured that it is NOT about judging or labelling your child or putting them under 
any pressure. Your child cannot pass or fail the assessment. It’s main purpose is to create a 
starting point to measure the progress schools make with their pupils.  
You DO NOT need to do anything to prepare your child for this assessment, they will not even 
realise that they are undergoing an assessment.  
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ASSESSMENT AT THE END OF RECEPTION 
 

For each of the different areas of learning there are Early Learning Goals that tell us what the 
children are expected to be able to do by the end of Reception Year. At the end of the year, 
in July, you will receive your child’s annual report which will summarise your child’s progress 
and attainment against the Early Learning Goals and will inform you if your child has met the 
expectations for their age. 
 
Early Learning Goals for the Prime Areas: 
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Early Learning Goals for the Specific Areas: 

 
 
 



Brookland Infant and Nursery School             Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 
 

9 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Brookland Infant and Nursery School             Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 
 

10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brookland Infant and Nursery School             Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 
 

11 
 

Appendix 1 
 

Whole School Values. 
 

Be Kind, Grow Together, Learn Forever 
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Appendix 2 
 

Golden Rules 
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Appendix 3 

 
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 2021: Programme progression. 

 
This programme overview shows the progression of GPCs and tricky words that we teach term-by-
term. The progression has been organised so that children are taught from the simple to more 
complex GPCs, as well as taking into account the frequency of their occurrence in the most commonly 
encountered words. All the graphemes taught are practised in words, sentences, and later on, in fully 
decodable books. Children review and revise GPCs and words, daily, weekly and across terms and 
years, in order to move this knowledge into their long term memory. Children need to learn to read 
as quickly as reasonably possible, so they can move from learning to read, to reading to learn, giving 
them access to the treasure house of reading. Our expectations of progression are aspirational yet 
achievable. 
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Appendix 4 
 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 2021: Grapheme Information Sheet. 
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