
 
 

WRITTEN CALCULATIONS POLICY 

This policy has been largely adapted from the White Rose Maths Hub Calculation Policy with further material added. 

Aims 

• To outline for teaching staff and parents the written strategies for calculation taught at Brookland Infant School for 

addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, in line with the new curriculum for Mathematics. 

• To show how using key pieces of practical maths apparatus helps to accelerate the children’s learning. 

• To ensure consistency of approach from one year group to the next. 

• To enable children to develop confidence and fluency in calculations that they will be able to apply to a variety of 

problem-solving activities. 

At Brookland Infants, we aim, through creative and inclusive lessons, to create a sense of excitement and curiosity 

around Mathematics. Children are encouraged to make links between what they are learning and the world around them. 

A high quality maths education provides a foundation for understanding of the world. Maths is essential to everyday life 

and necessary in almost all forms of employment. As children at Brookland Infants learn mathematics, they are acquiring 

fluency in mental methods (maths they do in their heads) as well as written methods. 

Although the way we teach calculation is organised in a sequence, teaching staff work with the ethos that individual 

children’s needs denote the part of the curriculum that should be accessed. Progression in mathematics for all children is 

essential and so, no matter what their starting point, through accurate assessment, high expectations and quality 

teaching, pupils are able to realise their mathematical potential. All teachers ensure children with special educational 

needs are as carefully planned for and inclusivity is at the heart of what we do. The Early Years Curriculum ensures 

mathematics is interactive, real life and encompasses adult led and child led activities. Cross-curricular links are made 

where possible, particularly in science, through the use of technology and during whole school topics. Children at 

Brookland Infants understand that mathematics can be found everywhere and in everything, and exploring and being 

creative with maths is essential to developing an enthusiasm and fascination for the subject. 



 
 

The National Curriculum for Mathematics aims to ensure all pupils: 

• Become fluent in fundamentals of mathematics so that they are efficient in using and selecting the appropriate 

written algorithms and mental methods, underpinned by mathematical concepts 

• Can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of problems with increasing sophistication, 

including in unfamiliar contexts and to model real-life scenarios 

• Can reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry and develop and present a justification, including in 

unfamiliar mathematical language. 

At Brookland Infant School, children are first given the opportunity to explore mathematical concepts using the following 

practical resources; 
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